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Our Mission…
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.
We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

The Third Sunday before Advent
November 8th, 2020
Remembrance Sunday
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bold print indicates a congregational response.

We Gather in Community
WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND
We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of
the Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
In Christian teaching and tradition, each Sunday is believed to be a little Easter,
a weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So we light this candle, affirming that Christ is indeed the light of the world,
our hope and our salvation. There is no other in whom we place our trust.

CALL TO WORSHIP
Our help is in the name of the Lord,
Who made heaven and earth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Eternal God,
you have called us to be members of one body.
Join us with those who in all times and places
have praised your name,
that, with one heart and mind,
we may show the unity of your church,
and bring honour to our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRELUDE – #684 VU – “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”

~Joan Shaw

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
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An Act of Grateful Remembrance
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Merciful and faithful God,
your purpose is to fold both earth and heaven in a single peace.
With sorrow we confess
that in our hearts we keep alive the passions and pride
that lead to hatred and to war.
We are not worthy of your love,
nor of the sacrifice made by others on our behalf. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER AND ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS
CALL TO REMEMBRANCE
THE TRYST

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun, and in the morning,
We will remember them.

THE LAST POST
THE LAMENT AND HIGH FLIGHT
PRAYER
The Word of God
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Barbara Welton
The Hebrew Scripture

Joshua 24: 1-3a, 14-25

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people, ‘Thus says the LORD, the
God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors—Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor—
lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your father
Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan and
made his offspring many. I gave him Isaac;
‘Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put
away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the LORD. Now if you are unwilling to serve the LORD, choose this day whom
you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the
2

River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and
my household, we will serve the LORD.’

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to
serve other gods; for it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs
in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the
peoples through whom we passed; and the LORD drove out before us all the
peoples, the Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore, we also will serve the LORD,
for he is our God.’

But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He
is a jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake
the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume
you, after having done you good.’ And the people said to Joshua, ‘No, we will serve
the LORD!’ Then Joshua said to the people, ‘You are witnesses against yourselves
that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him.’ And they said, ‘We are
witnesses.’ He said, ‘Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and
incline your hearts to the LORD, the God of Israel.’ The people said to Joshua,
‘The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will obey.’ So, Joshua made a

covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.

The Epistle

1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means
precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with
the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from
heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and
so, we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these
words.

RESPONSE:
The Gospel

This is the word of God.
Thanks be to God
Matthew 25: 1-13

~Rev. Don Johnson

‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were
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wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise
took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them
became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and
trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for
our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who
were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later
the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he replied,
“Truly I tell you; I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither
the day nor the hour.

GOSPEL RESPONSE:
SERMON:

The Gospel of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

“Ethics to Live By”

~Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon)

We Respond to the Word
A CONFESSION OF FAITH

A New Creed

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.
4

PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE DOXOLOGY

(based on Ephesians 3:20-21)

Glory to God
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
POSTLUDE – “Abba Father”

~Joan Shaw

~ Dave Bilbrough
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
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