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We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

The Reign of Christ Sunday
November 22nd, 2020
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bold print indicates a congregational response.

We Gather in Community
WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND
We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of
the Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
In Christian teaching and tradition, each Sunday is believed to be a little Easter,
a weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So we light this candle, affirming that Christ is indeed the light of the world,
our hope and our salvation. There is no other in whom we place our trust.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!

PRELUDE by Joan Shaw – #213 VU – “Rejoice the Lord is King”

~John Darwell

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
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Rejoice the Lord is King!
Your risen Lord adore!
Rejoice, give thanks and sing
and triumph evermore.
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice:
rejoice; again I say, rejoice!
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Jesus the Saviour reigns,
the God of truth and love;
when he had purged our sins,
he took his seat above. R
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God's kingdom cannot fail;
Christ rules o'er earth and heaven;
the keys of death and hell
are to our Jesus given. R
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Rejoice in glorious hope,
for Christ, the judge, shall come
to glorify the saints
for their eternal home.
We soon shall hear the archangel's voice;
the trump of God shall sound, rejoice!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Almighty and everlasting God,
it is your will to restore all things
in your well-beloved Son, our Lord and King.
Grant that the peoples of the earth,
now divided and enslaved by sin,
may be freed and brought together
under his gentle and loving rule;
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Word of God
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Heidi McIlwain
The Hebrew Scripture

Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24

For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them
out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into
their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. I will feed them with good
pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they shall
lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the
mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make
them lie down, says the Lord GOD. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat
sheep and the lean sheep. Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and
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wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep.
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them:
he shall feed them and be their shepherd. And I, the LORD, will be their God, and
my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.

The Epistle

Ephesians 1: 15-23

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints,
and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my
prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to
the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

RESPONSE:
The Gospel

This is the word of God.
Thanks be to God
Matthew 25: 31-46

~Rev. Don Johnson

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will
sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he
will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then
the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my

Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited
me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when
was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” And
the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those
at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I
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was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you
did not visit me.” Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care
of you?” Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to
one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” And these will go away into

eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’

GOSPEL RESPONSE:
SERMON:

The Gospel of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

“Christ the King”

~Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon)

We Respond to the Word
A CONFESSION OF FAITH

A New Creed

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE DOXOLOGY

(based on Ephesians 3:20-21)

Glory to God
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
The grace of Christ attend you,
the love of God surround you,
the Holy Spirit keep you, now and forevermore. Amen.

POSTLUDE by Joan Shaw – “Shades of Blue”

~Robert Starer

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
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