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Bold print indicates a congregational response.

We Gather in Community
WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND
We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of
the Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

THE LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE

The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end.
It is a symbol of God’s unending love and faithfulness.

Its light reminds us of Jesus, the light of the world.
In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.

Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.
Live as children of light.

PRELUDE by Joan Shaw – #6 VU “A Candle is Burning”

~James R. Murray

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
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A candle is burning, a flame warm and bright,
a candle of hope in December's dark night.
While angels sing blessings from heaven's starry sky,
our hearts we prepare now for Jesus is nigh.
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A candle is burning, a candle of peace,
a candle to signal that conflict must cease:
for Jesus is coming to show us the way;
a message of peace humbly laid in the hay.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
With tender comfort and transforming power
you come into our midst, O God of mercy and might.
Make ready a way in the wilderness,
clear a straight path in our hearts,
and form us into a repentant people,
that the advent of your Son
may find us watchful and eager for the glory he reveals.
We ask this through him whose coming is certain,
whose day draws near:
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Word of God
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Carin Crowe
The Hebrew Scripture

Isaiah 40: 1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’
A voice says, ‘Cry out!’ And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Here is your God!’
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
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The Epistle

2 Peter 3: 8-15a

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow about
his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to
perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief,
and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be
dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be
disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of people ought
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and
dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at
home.
Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by
him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation.

RESPONSE:

This is the word of God.
Thanks be to God

The Gospel

Mark 1: 1-8

~Rev. Don Johnson

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight” ’,
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a
leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed,
‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water;
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’

GOSPEL RESPONSE:
SERMON:

The Gospel of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

“The Beginning of the Good News”

~Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon)
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We Respond to the Word
A CONFESSION OF FAITH

A New Creed

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:
who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,
the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others
by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. We are not alone.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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THE DOXOLOGY

(based on Ephesians 3:20-21)

Glory to God
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING
God’s blessing be yours, and well may it befall you;
Christ’s blessing be yours, and well may you be treated;
the Spirit’s blessing be yours, and well may you spend your lives,
each day that you rise up, each night that you lie down. Amen.

POSTLUDE by Joan Shaw – #31 VU “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You”
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

1

O Lord, how shall I meet you,
how welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you,
my hope, my heart's delight!
O kindle, then, most holy,
a lamp within my breast,
to do in spirit lowly
all that may please you best.
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