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Bold print indicates a congregational response.

We Gather in Community
WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND
We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of
the Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
In Christian teaching and tradition, each Sunday is believed to be a little Easter, a
weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So we light this candle, affirming that Christ is indeed the light of the world, our
hope and our salvation.
There is no other in whom we place our trust.

PRELUDE

Joan Shaw

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, you summon the day to dawn,
you teach the morning to waken the earth.
For you the valleys shall sing for joy,
the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

For you the monarchs of the earth shall bow,
the poor and the persecuted shall shout for joy.
Your love and mercy shall last forever,
fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise.

Great is your name.
Great is your love. Amen.
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The Word of God
SCRIPTURE READINGS: Barrie McPherson
Hebrew Scripture

Genesis 45: 1-15

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him,
and he cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.’ So no one stayed with him
when Joseph made himself known to his brothers. And he wept so loudly that
the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his
brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not answer
him, so dismayed were they at his presence.
Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He
said, ‘I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years;
and there are five more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor
harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to
keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but God;
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all
the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your
son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
your children and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and
all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are five more years of
famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will not
come to poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see
that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly
I am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father
down here.’ Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while
Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon
them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
The Gospel

Matthew 15: 21-28

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy
on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did
not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, ‘Send her
away, for she keeps shouting after us.’ He answered, ‘I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.’ But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord,
help me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to
the dogs.’ She said, ‘Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from
their masters’ table.’ Then Jesus answered her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let
it be done for you as you wish.’ And her daughter was healed instantly.
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RESPONSE:

This is the word of God; given that we might have life.
Thanks be to God

SERMON: “I am Joseph”
Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon)

THE STATEMENT OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others
by the Spirit. We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation, to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim Jesus,
crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

PRAYERS
V:
R:

Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE GLORIA

(based on Ephesians 3:20-21)

Glory to God
whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen.
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THE BLESSING
May the grace of God, deeper than our imagination;
the strength of Christ, stronger than our need;
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, richer than our isolation;
guide and sustain us today and in all our tomorrows. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Joan Shaw
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