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Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic background,
age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

March 1%, 2026
Toonie Sunday
Lent 2026 - “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus”
Lent 2
Annual General Meeting

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD

P RE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

GREETING

GATHERING REFRAIN: #7 MV - “"Gather Us In”  (sung 1X) (Hann)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
Ground us, ground us in you.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe,
Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River Metis. We also
acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake 40 First Nation. We
are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of the land and its resources
through the ages, and we commit to working together towards justice, truth and

reconciliation.
WELCOME and INTRODUCTION to the SERVICE

LIGHTING the CHRIST CANDLE ~ljt by Liz Gauthier
We light this candle as a reminder
that even in this season of Lent,
even as the shadows grow,

God is with us,
and the light of Christ continues to light our way.



mailto:nkuc@mymts.net

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE
And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace:
peace in our hearts,
peace in our homes,
peace in our world.
As we journey with Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
O God, we pray for peace. Amen.

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

CALL tO WO RSHIP (Adapted from Catherine Tovell; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2020.)
On this second Sunday in Lent,
we come seeking God.
In this time of uncertainty in our lives and in our world,
we come seeking God.
Quieting our minds, opening our hearts,
and waiting for the divine mystery to make itself known,
we come to worship God.

*OPENING HYMN: w #574 — "Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” (walmsley)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 Come, let us sing of a wonderful love,
tender and true, tender and true,
out of the heart of the Father above,
streaming to me and to you:
wonderful love, wonderful love
dwells in the heart of the Father above.

2 Jesus the Saviour this gospel to tell
joyfully came, joyfully came,
came with the helpless and hopeless to dwell,
sharing their sorrow and shame,
seeking the lost, seeking the lost,
saving, redeeming at measureless cost.

4 Come to my heart, O thou wonderful love!
Come and abide, come and abide,
lifting my life till it rises above
envy and falsehood and pride:
seeking to be, seeking to be
lowly and humble, a learner of thee.




OPENING PRAYER  (written by Laura Turnbull; from Gathering A/C/E 2015-2016.)
Ever-faithful God, we gather to worship
and share in the work of this congregation.
We celebrate the wonder of your goodness
and the miracle of your call to faith-filled service.
Empower us to commit ourselves
to the way of love, justice, and mercy.
In the name of Christ, we pray. Amen.

CONVERSATION TIME

LISTENING FOR AND REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD
SUNG VERSE: W #357 — "Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” (Parker/Challinor)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

1 Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear,
things I would ask him to tell me if he were here:
scenes by the wayside, tales of the sea,
stories of Jesus, tell them to me.

Scripture Reader: De/ Sexsmith
John 3: 1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God,
for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” Jesus answered
him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” Nicodemus said to him, "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can
one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “"Very
truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and
Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be
astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.’ The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him,
"How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet
you do not understand these things?

"Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen, yet
you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in
him may not perish but may have eternal life.




"Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order
that the world might be saved through him.

Words of Response:
May God bless to our understanding this reading of Holy Scripture.

Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM: 'Just a Closer Walk with Thee”
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

REFLECTION: “A Love Story”

~Rev. Susan Reed

RESPONDING TO GOD IN PRAYER AND ACTION
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: WU #333 - "Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (wesley/Prichard)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

2 Come, almighty to deliver;

let us all thy grace receive;

suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,

pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION
INVITATION to the OFFERING (written by Frances Flook; from Gathering A/C/E 2010-2011.)
THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS

Offertory Music as tre offerings are collected ~Joanne Diplock
*Offertory Verse: W #540 — “"Grant Us, God, the Grace” (anonymous)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,



that ourselves and all our living
we may offer faithfully.

*Prayer of Dedication (Written by Frances Flook; from Gathering A/C/E 2010-2011.)
Loving and gracious God,
as we gather to give thanks for another year of service
in the name of Jesus Christ,
we offer our gifts,
looking forward to the witness of the coming year:
grace revealed, lives healed, and love shared.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
source of our life together. Amen.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever.
Amen.

CLOSING this PART of the SERVICE

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
~Annual Meeting of the Congregation of North Kildonan United Church~

SENT INTO GOD'S WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN: W #602 — "Blest Be the Tie That Binds” (ieler/Ciarke)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Blest be the tie that binds

our hearts in Christian love;

the unity of heart and mind

is like to that above.

2 Before our Maker's throne
we pour our ardent prayers;




our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
our comforts and our cares.

3 We share each other's woes,
each other's burdens bear;
and often for each other flows
the sympathizing tear.

4 This glorious hope revives
our courage on the way;
that we shall live in perfect love
in God's eternal day.

*COMMISSIONING and BLESSING
*CHORAL BENEDICTION

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
May the Lord go with you,
let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,
until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

(Price/Besig)
~Joanne Diplock

~Joanne Diplock



