North Kildonan United Church

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3
Church Office: 204-667-7408

email: nkuc@mymts.net

www.nkuc.ca

Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

May 11", 2025
Mother’s Day ~ Christian Family Sunday ~ Good Shepherd Sunday

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD

P RE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION to the SERVICE
LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND

We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River

Metis. We also acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake
40 First Nation. We are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of
the land and its resources through the ages, and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE ~iit by kasey Gregg

(Written by Fern Gibbard; from Gathering Lent / Easter 2017.)
Today on Mother’s Day and Christian Family Sunday,
we remember that Jesus called us family.
We light the Christ candle, claiming the promise
that where even two or three are gathered together,
Christ is in our midst.
We gather today as the family of Christ.

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE
And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace:
peace in our hearts,
peace in our homes,
peace in our world.
As we continue to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
O God, we pray for peace. Amen.
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SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

PEACE PATTER (As we shift from sharing the peace to continuing in worship)

CALL tO WORSHIP (Written by Heather Ferrier; from Gathering Lent / Easter 2023.)

With grumbles, yawns, and sleepy heads,
our Shepherd calls us from our beds.
In ones and twos, in threes and fours,
our Shepherd calls us through the door.
Friends and family, old and new,
our Shepherd calls us to our 'pew.’
In summer, autumn, winter, spring,
our Shepherd calls us here to sing!

*OPENING HYMN: W #395 — "Come In, Come In and Sit Down”

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

Come in, come in and sit down,
you are a part of the family.
We are lost and we are found,
and we are a part of the family.

1 You know the reason why you came,
yet no reason can explain;
so share in the laughter and cry in the pain,
for we are a part of the family. R

2 God is with us in this place,
like a mother's warm embrace.
We're all forgiven by God's grace,
for we are a part of the family. R

3 There's life to be shared in the bread and the wine;
we are the branches, Christ is the vine.
This is God's temple, it's not yours or mine,
but we are a part of the family. R

4 There's rest for the weary and health for us all;
there's a yoke that is easy, and a burden that's small.
So come in and worship and answer the call,
for we are a part of the family. R

OPENING PRAYER (From the Seasons of the Spirit Curriculum 2005-2006.)
God, loving shepherd, caring companion,

you who are ever-present with us in all of life’s adventures:

(Manley/Nixon)
~Joanne Diplock



we gather here to celebrate our faith as Easter people.
We celebrate that you care for us unconditionally,
and love us no matter what;
that you seek us out when we are lost
and teach us to care for one another as you care for us.
Accept the praise we offer; we pray in Christ’'s name. Amen.

CONVERSATION TIME
>|<HYMN #126 MV — “Are You a Shepherd?” (Duck/Rowan)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

1 Are you a shepherd, good shepherd who leads us,
safely through danger while calming our fears
Are you a father who shelters and feeds us,
shares in our laughter and wipes away tears?

Yes, you are shepherd, parent and teacher,
but you are greater than all that we know.
Holy and living, loving and giving,
God, you are with us wherever we go.
2 Are you a mother, good mother who bears us,
comforts, protects us, and helps us to rest?
Are you a teacher who daily prepares us,
challenging students to offer their best? R

3 Great, gentle shepherd, forever beside us,
lead all your children in paths that are right.
Great, loving parent, wise teacher, you guide us.
We want to love you and bring you delight. R

LISTENING FOR AND REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD

Scripture Reading: read by Sydney Lewicki

Psalm 23 (Good News Translation)
The LorD is my shepherd; I have everything I need.
He lets me rest in fields of green grass
and leads me to quiet pools of fresh water.
He gives me new strength.
He guides me in the right paths, as he has promised.
Even if I go through the deepest darkness,
I will not be afraid, LORD, for you are with me.
Your shepherd's rod and staff protect me.
You prepare a banguet for me,
where all my enemies can see me;
you welcome me as an honored guest




and fill my cup to the brim.
I know that your goodness and love will be with me all my life,
and your house will be my home as long as I live.

John 10: 22-30 (Good News Translation)
It was winter, and the Festival of the Dedication of the Temple was being celebrated
in Jerusalem. Jesus was walking in Solomon’s Porch in the Temple, when the people
gathered around him and asked, "How long are you going to keep us in suspense?
Tell us the plain truth: are you the Messiah?”

Jesus answered, "I have already told you, but you would not believe me. The deeds I
do by my Father's authority speak on my behalf; but you will not believe, for you are
not my sheep. My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give
them eternal life, and they shall never die. No one can snatch them away from
me. What my Father has given me is greater than everything, and no one can snatch
them away from the Father's care. The Father and I are one.”

Response to the Gospel:

This is the good news of Jesus Christ!
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.

PRAYER for TRANSFORMATION  (From the Seasons of the Spirit curriculum 2005-2006.)
Gracious God,
you care for us as a good shepherd cares for their sheep.
When we ignore your call, forgive us.
When we get ourselves into trouble, forgive us.
Help us to be more aware of your love for us,
and help us to love each other. Amen.

WORDS Of ASSU RANCE (From the Seasons of the Spirit curriculum 2005-2006.)
God the Good Shepherd cares for all the sheep,
even when we wander,
God seeks us out, brings us back
and loves us without limit.
Thanks be to God!

CHOIR ANTHEM: "You Raise Me Up”

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

SERMON: “Shepherd and Sheep”
~Rev. Susan Reed




RESPONDING TO GOD IN PRAYER AND ACTION
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: WU #747 — "The Lord’s My Shepherd”  (scottish Psalter)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want;

he makes me down to lie

in pastures green; he leadeth me,

the quiet waters by.

2 My soul he doth restore again;
and me to walk doth make
within the paths of righteousness,
even for his own name's sake.

3 Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale,
yet will I fear no ill;
for thou art with me; and thy rod
and staff me comfort still.

4 My table thou has furnished
in presence of my foes;
my head thou dost with oil anoint,
and my cup overflows.

5 Goodness and mercy all my life
shall surely follow me,
and in God's house for evermore
my dwelling-place shall be.

MINUTE for OUTREACH
INVITATION to the OFFERING (From Gathering Lent/Easter/Pentecost 2007.)
THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS

Offertory MUSIC as tre offerings are collected ~Joanne Diplock
*QOffertory Verse: #191 MV — "What Can I Do” sung 2X (Rumbolt/McCarthy)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I'll sing with joy. I'll say a prayer.
I'll bring my love. I'll do my share.

*QOffertory Prayer (written by Moira B. Laidlaw; found online.)
Jesus, Good Shepherd,
we thank you for the ways
in which you have enfolded us in your love,




and called us by name to follow you.
May these gifts and our lives, offered in your name,
be used to enfold others in your love. Amen.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN: W #556 — "Would You Bless Our Homes and Families”

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

1 Would you bless our homes and families,

Source of life who calls us here;

in our world of stress and tension
teach us love that conquers fear.

Help us learn to love each other
with a love that constant stays;

teach us when we face our troubles,
love's expressed in many ways.

2 When our way is undemanding,
let us use the time that's ours
to delight in simple pleasures,
sharing joys in gentle hours.
When our way is anxious walking
and a heavy path we plod,
teach us trust in one another
and in you, our gracious God.

3 From the homes in which we're nurtured,
with the love that shapes us there,
teach us, God, to claim as family
every one whose life we share.
And through all that life may offer,




may we in your love remain;
may the love we share in families
be alive to praise your name.

4 Let us reach beyond the boundaries

of our daily thought and care

till the family you have chosen
spills its love out everywhere.

Help us learn to love each other
with a love that constant stays;

teach us when we face our troubles
love's expressed in many ways.

*SEN DING FORTH (Adapted from Deborah Sokolove; from 7he Abingdon Worship Annual 2019.)
Let us follow the voice of Jesus wherever he leads.
Let us trust that he will nourish and protect us,
and fill us with the goodness of God’s love.
In the name of the One who calls us and guides us,
let us go out to love and serve the world. Amen.

*BLESSING (Adapted from Paul Fayter; from Worship for All Seasons II: Year B.)

*CHORAL BEN EDICTION (Price/Besig)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
May the Lord go with you,
let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,
until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE: "Church in the Wildwood”

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock




