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Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 
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Toonie Sunday 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response. 

PRELUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

WELCOME   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND  
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River 
Metis. We also acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake 
40 First Nation. We are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of 
the land and its resources through the ages, and we commit to working together 
towards justice, truth and reconciliation. 

OPENING REFRAIN: #18 MV – “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary” (sung 2X) 
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

Lord, prepare me 
      to be a sanctuary, 
      pure and holy, tried and true; 
With thanksgiving  
      I’ll be a living 
      sanctuary for you. 

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE ~lit by Frank Leskovjan 
We light this first candle as a reminder 
 that even in this season of Lent,  
  even as the shadows grow, 
 God is with us, 
and the light of Christ continues to light our way. 

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE  

 And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace: 
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  peace in our hearts,  
   peace in our homes,  
    peace in our world. 
 As we journey with Jesus, the Prince of Peace, 
  O God, we pray for peace. Amen. 

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST 
 Peace be with you. 
  And also with you. 

CALL to WORSHIP (Based on Isaiah 43:19-21) 
(From The Worship Sourcebook, found on the re:Worship blog online.) 

Let us worship God, who has done great things. 
 We rejoice in our God, who made a way 

  through the desert of this world. 
Let us worship God, 
who has caused streams of mercy 

to flow in the wasteland. 
 We are the people God has formed through Christ; 
  we worship, and we rejoice! 
Let us worship God in spirit and in truth. 
 We praise God for the grace that has saved us. 

*OPENING HYMN: VU #333 – “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Wesley/Prichard) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

1 Love divine, all loves excelling, 
  joy of heaven to earth come down, 
 fix in us thy humble dwelling, 
  all thy faithful mercies crown. 
 Jesus, thou art all compassion, 
  pure, unbounded love thou art; 
 visit us with thy salvation, 
  enter every trembling heart. 

2 Come, almighty to deliver; 
  let us all thy grace receive; 
 suddenly return, and never, 
  nevermore thy temples leave. 
 Thee we would be always blessing, 
  serve thee as thy hosts above, 
 pray, and praise thee, without ceasing, 
  glory in thy perfect love. 

3 Finish, then, thy new creation; 
  pure and spotless let us be; 



 let us see thy great salvation 
  perfectly restored in thee, 
 changed from glory into glory, 
  till in heaven we take our place, 
 till we cast our crowns before thee, 
  lost in wonder, love, and praise. 

OPENING PRAYER (Adapted from Ryan McNally; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2022.) 

Merciful God, in this season of waiting and anticipation, 
 we come to you hopeful for the possibilities of new life. 
We await the coming of spring,  
 when the sleeping creation will break forth 
  and once again verdant life will grow. 
As we wait, cause new life to stir within each one of us, 
 that we might prepare for a renewed and plentiful life. 
We pray in the name of the One who came to bring life. 
 Amen. 

CONVERSATION TIME  

Scripture Reading: read by Barrie McPherson 

 Isaiah 43: 16-21    

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, 
   a path in the mighty waters, 
who brings out chariot and horse, 
   army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
   they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 
I am about to do a new thing; 
   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
   and rivers in the desert. 
The wild animals will honour me, 
   the jackals and the ostriches; 
for I give water in the wilderness, 
   rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
   the people whom I formed for myself 
so that they might declare my praise. 

 



 John 12: 1-8    

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom 
he had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly 
perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. 
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas Iscariot, one of 
his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, ‘Why was this perfume 
not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?’ (He said this 
not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the 
common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, ‘Leave her 
alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You always 
have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’ 

Words of Response:   

May God bless to our understanding these readings from the Holy Scriptures.  
 Amen. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: #94 MV – “Love Knocks and Waits”   (Damon) 

 (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

REFLECTION: “What a Waste! (or was it?)”   
     ~Rev. Susan Reed 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE: (tune VU #664) – “Anointing”  (Garnaas-Holmes) 

 (Words by Steve Garnaas-Holmes; found on Unfolding Light online. Used with his permission.)  ~Joanne Diplock 

1. Jesus, as we try to follow  
on your journey toward the cross, 
we ourselves will come to suffer 
weakness, loneliness and loss. 
But in love you turn to heal us: 
you let go all goods and powers, 
gently sharing all our troubles, 
making them your own, not ours. 

2. Jesus, in your grace and mercy, 
you share all our pain and tears. 
You anoint us with your love and 
heal our wounds and calm our fears. 
So, like Mary with her perfume, 
we bring gifts of love to you, 
sharing death and resurrection,  
trusting lives will be made new. 



LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION  

MINUTE for OUTREACH Nancy Cosway  

THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS 

   Offertory Music as the offerings are collected       ~Joanne Diplock 

   *Offertory Verse: VU #540 – “Grant Us, God, the Grace”    (Witt) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 Grant us, God, the grace of giving, 
  with a spirit large and free, 
 that ourselves and all our living 
  we may offer faithfully. 

*Offertory Prayer (Adapted from Karen Boivin; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2025.) 

Gracious God,  
 it is hoped that these gifts will spread widely,  
  like the smell of Mary’s fragrant oil,  
   blessing and anointing where they are needed.  
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE    

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
 For thine is the kingdom,   

  the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*CLOSING HYMN: VU #506 – “Take My Life and Let It Be”  (Havergal) 
 (Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

1 Take my life, and let it be 
 consecrated, all for thee; 
 take my moments and my days; 
 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2 Take my hands, and let them move 
 at the impulse of thy love; 



 take my feet, and let them be 
 swift and purposeful for thee. 

3 Take my lips, and let them be 
 filled with messages from thee; 
 take my intellect, and use 
 every power as thou shalt choose. 

4 Take my will, and make it thine; 
 it shall be no longer mine; 
 take my heart, it is thine own; 
 it shall be thy royal throne. 

5 Take my love: and I will pour 
 at thy feet its treasure store; 
 take myself, and I will be 
 ever, only, all for thee. 

*SENDING FORTH (Inspired by John 12)  

(Adapted from James Dollins; from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2022.) 

May our service to others  
 become a fragrant gift in God’s name. 
Let us go with God,  
 the One who is about to do a new thing  
  in and through us. 
 Amen. 

*BLESSING  

*CHORAL BENEDICTION         (Price/Besig) 
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 May the Lord go with you, 
  let him take your hand. 
 Keep His love within you,  
  until we meet again. Amen. 

POSTLUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 


