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March 9o, 2025
First Sunday in Lent

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.
GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD

P RE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe,
Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River Metis. We also
acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake 40 First Nation. We
are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of the land and its resources
through the ages, and we commit to working together towards justice, truth and

reconciliation.

INTRODUCTION to LENT
OPENING REFRAIN: #18 MV - “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary”  (sung 2X)

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
Lord, prepare me
to be a sanctuary,
pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving
I'll be a living
sanctuary for you.

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE ~iit by Peter Latimer
We light this candle as a reminder
that even in this season of Lent,
even as the shadows grow,

God is with us,
and the light of Christ continues to light our way.
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LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE
And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace:
peace in our hearts,
peace in our homes,
peace in our world.
As we journey with Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
O God, we pray for peace. Amen.

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

CALL tO WO RSHIP (Written by Joy Cowan; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2022.)

*OPENING HYMN: W #108 — “"Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 Throughout these Lenten days and nights

we turn to walk the inward way,

where, meeting Christ, our guide and light,

we live in hope till Easter Day.

2 The pilgrim Christ, the Lamb of God,
who found in weakness greater power,
embraces us, though lost and flawed,
and leads us to his Rising Hour.

3 We bear the silence, cross and pain
of human burdens, human strife,
while sisters, brothers help sustain
our courage till the Feast of Life.

OPENING PRAYER (Written by Louise Mangan; from Worship for All Seasons II Year C.)

Loving and beloved God,

you scatter signs of your mercy along our wandering way.
Grant us courage and insight that we might find firm faith

as we journey through this Lenten season.
We pray in the name of Jesus our Companion,

to whom with you and the Spirit, one holy God,

be honour and praise, now and forever. Amen.

CONVERSATION TIME
COVENANTING With NEW BOARD (Liturgy adapted from Celebrate God'’s Presence.)




LISTENING FOR AND REFLECTING ON GOD'S WORD

Scripture Readings: read by Shirley Codd
Psalm 91 WU p. 807 (Read responsively, with refrain)

Sung Refrain:  And I will raise you up on eagle's wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of my hand.'

You who awell in the shelter of your God, who abide in God's shadow for life,
say to your God: 'My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!’

The snare of the fowler will never capture you, and famine will bring you no fear:
under God's wings your refuge, God's faithfulness your shield. R

You need not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day;
though thousands fall about you, near you it shall not come.
For to the angels is given a command to guard you in all your ways;
upon their hands they will bear you up,
lest you dash your foot against a stone. R

Because they have set their love upon me I will deliver them,
I will uphold them because they know my name.
When they call to me I will answer,
I will be with them in trouble;
I will rescue and bring them to honour.
With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my saving power." R

Luke 4: 1-13
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the
wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all
during those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him,
1If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.’ Jesus
answered him, It is written, "One does not live by bread alone.” ’
Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the
world. And the devil said to him, 'To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for
it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I please. If you, then, will worship
me, it will all be yours.’ Jesus answered him, 'It is written,

"Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.””’

Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple,
saying to him, 'If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here,

for it is written,
"He will command his angels concerning you, to protect you”,
and “"On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a
stone.”’




Jesus answered him, 'It is said, "Do not put the Lord your God to the test.” " When the
devil had finished every test, he departed from him until an opportune time.

Words of Response:
May God bless to our understanding these readings from the Holy Scriptures.

Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM: "Open the Eyes of My Heart”
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

REFLECTION: “Into the Wilderness”

~Rev. Susan Reed
RESPONDING TO GOD IN PRAYER AND ACTION
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: WU #108 — "Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights”

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 Throughout these Lenten days and nights

we turn to walk the inward way,

where, meeting Christ, our guide and light,

we live in hope till Easter Day.

4 And though the road is hard and steep,
the Spirit ever calls us on
through Calvary's dying, dark and deep,
until we see the coming Dawn.

5 So let us choose the path of One
who wore, for us, the crown of thorn,
and slept in death that we might wake
to life on Resurrection Morn!

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

MINUTE for OUTREACH “International Women’s Day”
e Introduction
e Video

INVITATION to the OFFERING (Written by Kate Gregory; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2022.)
THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS

Offertory Music as tre offerings are collected ~Joanne Diplock
*QOffertory Verse: WU #540 — “"Grant Us, God, the Grace” (Witt)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,
that ourselves and all our living



we may offer faithfully.

*QOffertory Prayer (Adapted from Joanna Harader; found on the re:Worship blog online.)
God of the wilderness,
we give these offerings in gratitude,
rejoicing in the abundance of your gifts to us.
We give these offerings in faith,
trusting that you will provide for our needs.
We give these offerings in hope,
knowing you can use them to spread your love in this world.
And with these offerings, we give ourselves;
may we live with generous hearts and with open hands.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN: W #286 — “If You Will Trust in God to Guide You”  (Neumark)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 If you will trust in God to guide you,
and hope in God through all your ways,
God will give strength, whatever betide you,
and bear you through the evil days.
Who trusts in God's unchanging love
builds on the rock that will not move.

2 God will embrace your pain and weeping,
your helpless anger and distress.
If you are in God's care and keeping,
in sorrow will God love you less?
For Christ, who took for you a cross,
will bring you safe through every loss.




3 Sing, pray, and keep God's ways unswerving;
so do your own part faithfully,
and trust God's word; though undeserving,
you'll find God's promise true to be.
God never will forsake in need
the soul that trusts in God indeed.

*SEN DING FO RTH (Written by David Sparks; from Worship for All Seasons IT Year C.)

In days of sadness, days of joy,
you go with us, Living God.
In times when hope is lost,
in times of celebration,
you go with us, Living God.
So give us, as we leave this place,
spirits that are enlivened,
hearts that are encouraged,
and your people around us,
every step of the way.

*BLESSING
*CHORAL BENEDICTION

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
May the Lord go with you,
let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,
until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

(Price/Besig)
~Joanne Diplock

~Joanne Diplock



