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March 23", 2025
Third Sunday in Lent

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.
GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD

P RE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe,
Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River Metis. We also
acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake 40 First Nation. We
are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of the land and its resources
through the ages, and we commit to working together towards justice, truth and

reconciliation.
OPENING REFRAIN: #18 MV - “Lord, Prepare Me to Be a Sanctuary”  (sung 2X)

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

Lord, prepare me

to be a sanctuary,

pure and holy, tried and true;
With thanksgiving

I'll be a living

sanctuary for you.

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE ~iit by Marie Leskovjan
We light this candle as a reminder
that even in this season of Lent,
even as the shadows grow,

God is with us,
and the light of Christ continues to light our way.

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE
And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace:



mailto:nkuc@mymts.net

peace in our hearts,
peace in our homes,
peace in our world.
As we journey with Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
O God, we pray for peace. Amen.

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

CALL to WORSHIP

(Adapted from Ruth Garwood; from Worshjp Ways of The United Church of Christ. Found online.)
You who are thirsty:
come to receive living water.
You who are hungry:
taste the bread that satisfies.
You who long for connection.
receive the fellowship of this community,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
You who search for love:
experience the love of Jesus expressed
in music, prayer, community, word and action.
May this time of worship fill and refresh us
Let us worship God together!

*OPENING HYMN: W #222 — “"Come, Let Us Sing” (Strathdee)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Come, let us sing to the Lord our song,

we have stood silently too long;

surely the Lord deserves our praise,

so joyfully thank God for our days.

2 O thirsty soul, come drink at the well;
God's living waters will never fail.
Surely the Lord will help you to stand,
strengthened and comforted by God's hand.

3 You dwell among us and cause us to pray,
and walk with each other following your way;
our precious brothers and sisters will grow
in the fulfilling love they know.

4 Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing
to the desire of all living things.
Come, all you creatures, high and low,
let your praises endlessly flow.




OPENING PRAYER (Adapted from Carol Penner; found on the re.:Worship blog online.)
God of our hearts... here we are!
We come with thirsty hearts,
praying that your Word will satisfy us.
We come with aching hearts,
praying for good news to comfort us.
We come with overflowing hearts,
praying for a chance to share your love.
You, who know our hearts and hear our prayers,
be with us now in this time of worship.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

CONVERSATION TIME

COVENANTING With NEW BOARD (Liturgy adapted from Celebrate God'’s Presence.)

LISTENING FOR AND REFLECTING ON GOD’'S WORD

Scripture Reading: read by
Psalm 63: 1-8 WU p. 781 (Read responsively, with refrain #2) (choir 1X cong 1X)
Sung Refrain: My soul is thirsting for you, O God, my God.

You are my God, I long for you from early morning.

My whole being desires you like a dry, worn, waterless land.

My soul thirsts for you.
In the sanctuary let me see how mighty are your works;
your constant love is better than life itself,
and so I will praise you. R

I will give thanks as long as I live,

I raise my hands in prayer.
My soul will feast and be filled,
and I will sing and praise you. R

As I lie in bed, I remember you, O God;

I think of you all night long,

for you are my constant help.
In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.
I cling to you; your hand keeps me safe. R

Luke 13: 1-9

At that very time there were some present who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose
blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. [Jesus] asked them, 'Do you think that
because these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other
Galileans? No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those
eighteen who were Killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they
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were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you, but unless
you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”

Then [Jesus] told this parable: 'A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he
came looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, "See here! For
three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it
down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He replied, "Sir, let it alone for one more
year, until I dig round it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good,
but if not, you can cut it down.”’

Words of Response:
May God bless to our understanding these readings from the Holy Scriptures.
Amen.

PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION (Written by Steve Garnaas-Holmes; from Unfolding Light online.)
God of love, help us to see ourselves with the eyes of love.
By your grace, we look at all in us that bears good fruit,
and we give thanks.
... [silent reflection] ...

God of love, we thank you for your grace.
We behold what in us does not bear the fruit of love.
Dig around the roots of our hearts, God,
and perfect your love in us.

... [silent reflection] ...
WORDS of ASSURANCE of GOD’'S GRACE
CHOIR ANTHEM: #28 MV — “God of the Bible” (Murray/Alonso)
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

REFLECTION: “Another Chance”

~Rev. Susan Reed

RESPONDING TO GOD IN PRAYER AND ACTION
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: WU #271 — "There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” (Faber)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 There's a wideness in God's mercy

like the wideness of the sea;

there's a kindness in God's justice

which is more than liberty.

2 There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven;
there is no place where earth's failings
have such gracious judgement given.




3 There is plentiful redemption
in the blood that Christ has shed;
there is joy for all the members
in the sorrows of the Head.

4 Troubled souls, why will you scatter
like a crowd of frightened sheep?
Foolish hearts, why will you wander
from a love so true and deep?

5 For the love of God is broader
than the measures of the mind,
and the heart of the Eternal
is most wonderfully kind.

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION
THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS

Offertory Music as the offerings are collected ~Joanne Diplock
*Offertory Verse: WU #540 — “"Grant Us, God, the Grace” (Witt)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Grant us, God, the grace of giving,
with a spirit large and free,

that ourselves and all our living
we may offer faithfully.

*QOffertory Prayer (Adapted from Phyllis Flemming; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2022.)
As we honour the gifts of time and talent
that we have shared during the week,
and the gifts of money offered through PAR
and in the offering plates this morning, we pray:
Gracious God, bless us as we use these gifts
to show your love in our congregation,
our community, and your world.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,




as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SENT INTO GOD’S WORLD
*CLOSING HYMN: W #703 — “In the Bulb there is a Flower”

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
1 In the bulb there is a flower;
in the seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise:
butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter
there's a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

2 There's a song in every silence,

seeking word and melody;

there's a dawn in every darkness,
bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future;
what it holds, a mystery,

unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

3 In our end is our beginning;
in our time, infinity;
in our doubt there is believing;
in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection;
at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season,
something God alone can see.

*SEN DING FORTH (Written by Jane V. Doull; from Celebrate God’s Presence.)
May the blessing of God give us strength for the journey;
may the Spirit of wisdom give us vision for the road;
may the love of Christ make us caring companions;

as together we go forth in the Lenten time. Amen.

(Sleeth)
~Joanne Diplock



*CHORAL BENEDICTION

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
May the Lord go with you,
let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,
until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE "O Lamb of God Most Holy”

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

(Price/Besig)
~Joanne Diplock

~Joanne Diplock



