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February 23", 2025
Seventh after Epiphany

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD

PRELUDE  (Music piayed with permission under license #4-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
WELCOME

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

*OPENING REFRAIN: #92 MV — "Like a Rock” (sung 2X) (Wehlander/Good)

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Like a rock, like a rock
God is under our feet.
Like the starry night sky
God is over our head.
Like the sun on the horizon
God is ever before.
Like the river runs to ocean
Our home is in God evermore.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe,
Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River Metis. We also
acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake 40 First Nation. We
are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of the land and its resources
through the ages, and we commit to working together towards justice, truth and

reconciliation.

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE ~iit by Mary Benedictson

(Written by Peter Chynoweth; from Gathering A/G/E 2021-2022.)
Light to soften the shadows.

Light to warm the air.
Light to warm our hearts.
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Light of presence, refining light, light of Christ.

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE
And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace:
peace in our hearts,
peace in our homes,
peace in our world.
As we follow and learn from Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
O God, we pray for peace. Amen.

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

CALL tO WORSHIP (Written by Penny Nelson; shared online.)

Jesus once told his followers:
“Love your enemies,
do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you,
and pray for those who mistreat you.”
Jesus never said this way was easy,
he only said that it was good.
We come today to put our hearts and lives
back on this path of radical love.
With good intentions on our hearts and minds,
let us now worship God.

*OQPENING HYMN: #1 MV - "Let Us Build a House” (Haugen)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 Let us build a house where love can dwell

And all can safely live,

A place where saints and children tell

How hearts learn to forgive.

Built of hopes and dreams and visions,

Rock of faith and vault of grace

Here the love of Christ shall end divisions:

All are welcome, all are welcome,
All are welcome in this place.

2 Let us build a house where prophets speak,
And words are strong and true,
Where all God'’s children
Dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.
Here the cross shall stand as witness




And as symbol of god’s grace;
Here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: R

4 Let us build a house where hands will reach
Beyond the wood and stone
To heal and strengthen, serve and teach,
And live the Word they’'ve known
Here the outcast and the stranger
bear the image of God’s face;
let us bring an end to fear and danger: R

5 Let us build a house where all are named,
Their songs and visions heard
And loved and treasured, taught and claimed
as words within the Word.
Built of tears and cries and laughter,
Prayers of faith and songs of grace;
Let this house proclaim from floor to rafter; R

OPENING PRAYER (written by Bill Steadman; from Gathering A/C/E 2020-2021.)
We are here, O God, to engage in this time of worship.
We await a sign that may indicate where we should go,
how we should act, and where we can be a living presence for others.
Open up to us, Loving God, all that life offers,
and encourage us to share all that we can
for the well-being of the world, and all who live within it.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

CONVERSATION TIME

LISTENING FOR AND REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD

Scripture Readings: read by Marie Leskovjan

Introduction

Luke 6: 27-38
‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also,; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold
even your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you, and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you.

'If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be
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great, and you will be children of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the

wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven, give, and it will be given to you. A good

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap,; for
the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

Words of Response:

Herein is wisdom.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM: "Wondrous Things”

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

INTRODUCTION to our GUEST SPEAKER Shirley Codd, Outreach Committee Member

GUEST SPEAKER  ~Josh Ward from 1ustCity

RESPONDING TO GOD IN PRAYER AND ACTION
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: WU #117 - "“Jesus Christ is Waiting” (Bell)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets;

no one is his neighbour, all alone he eats.

Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too.

Make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait on you.

2 Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets,
where injustice spirals and real hope retreats.
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too.

In the Kingdom's causes let me rage with you.

3 Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets;
curing those who suffer, touching those he greets.
Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too.

Let my care be active, healing just like you.

4 Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets,
where each sign of hatred he, with love, defeats.
Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too.

On suspicion's graveyard let me dance with you.

5 Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets,
'Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.'
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few.
Walk one step before me; I will follow you.

INVITATION to the OFFERING




THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS

Offertory Music as the offerings are collected ~Joanne Diplock
*QOffertory Verse: #182 MV — “Grateful” (chorus only, sung 2X) (Tomaszek/Hart)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

Grateful for the life you give us,
thankful for your Holy Son,
joyful in your Spirit flowing
over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,
thankful for your Holy Word,
joyful in your mercy flowing,
we will praise you.

*Offertory Prayer  (written by Carol Frost; from Gathering A/C/E 2021-2022.)
Creator God, accept these gifts
with our love and gratitude for all you give us.
Guided by your Spirit,
may we do your will to further the work of Jesus,
that of compassion and justice in our world.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SENT INTO GOD’'S WORLD

*MEAL GRACE

(Words by Bishop Federico Pagura, Argentina; English translation John L. Bell. From MV # 193)
God bless to us our bread,
and give bread to all those who are hungry,
and hunger for justice to those who are fed;
God bless to us our bread.




*CLOSING HYMN: W #697 — "O For a World” (Winter/Glaser)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 O for a world where everyone

respects each other's ways,

where love is lived and all is done

with justice and with praise.

2 O for a world where goods are shared
and misery relieved,
where truth is spoken, children spared,
equality achieved.

3 We welcome one world family
and struggle with each choice
that opens us to unity
and gives our vision voice.

4 The poor are rich, the weak are strong,
the foolish ones are wise.
Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong,
who perishes will rise.

5 O for a world preparing for
God's glorious reign of peace,
where time and tears will be no more,
and all but love will cease.

*SENDING FORTH (Adapted from George Allan; from Gathering A/C/E 2019-2020.)
Knowing the love and grace of God,
let us go out and share it with our neighbours,
through example, and through action,
today and every day.

*BLESSING  “A Non-Traditional Blessing”

(Written by Sister Ruth Marlene Fox; found online.)

*CHORAL BEN EDICTION (Price/Besig)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
May the Lord go with you,
let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,
until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock




