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Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic background,
age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

February 16", 2025
Sixth after Epiphany
Sacrament of Holy Communion

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

GATHERING TO WORSHIP GOD

PRELUDE  (music piayed with permission under license #4-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

WELCOME

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

OPENING REFRAIN: #7 MV — "Gather Us In” (sung 2X) (HarnyFines)
~Joarne Diploo

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
Ground us, ground us in you.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe,
Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Red River Metis. We also
acknowledge that the water we use here comes from the Shoal Lake 40 First Nation. We
are grateful for these first inhabitants and their stewardship of the land and its resources
through the ages, and we commit to working together towards justice, truth and

reconciliation.

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE it by Isla Lindsay

(Written by Peter Chynoweth; from Gathering A/C/E 2021-2022.)
Light to soften the shadows.

Light to warm the air.
Light to warm our hearts.

Light of presence, refining light, light of Christ.

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE
And as we light this second candle, we pray for peace:
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peace in our hearts,
peace in our homes,
peace in our world.
As we follow and learn from Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
O God, we pray for peace. Amen.

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST

Peace be with you.
And also with you.

CALL to WORSHIP

(Written by Susan A. Blain; from Worship Ways online.)
Jesus, healer,
draws crowds poor and rich, fragile, troubled, hope-filled.
He heals them all.
Jesus, teacher, draws crowds of neighbors and foreigners,
the pious and the curious.
He teaches them all.
Jesus, leader, draws crowds hoping for a rallying cry,
a slogan, a catchphrase of power.
He surprises them all with beatitudes instead.
Let us welcome the One who leads us deeply
into the generous power of the Reign of God,
where healing, wisdom, and blessing await!
And let us worship God together!

*OPENING HYMN: #12 MV — “"Come, Touch Our Hearts” (Light/Donaldson)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 Come touch our hearts, that we may know compassion,
from failing embers build a blazing fire;
love strong enough to overturn injustice,
to seek a world more gracious, come touch and bless our hearts.

2 Come touch our souls that we may know and love you
your quiet presence all our fears dispel;
create a space for spirit to grow in us,
let life and beauty fill us, come touch and bless our hearts.

3 Come touch our minds and teach us how to reason,
set free our thoughts to wonder and to dream;
help us to open doors of understanding,
to welcome truth and wisdom, come touch and bless our minds.

4 Come touch us in the moments we are fragile,
and in our weakness your great strength reveal;




that we may rise to follow and to serve,
steady now our nerve, come touch and bless our wills.

5 Come touch us now, this people who are gathered,
to break the bread and share the cup of peace;
that we may love you with our heart, our soul,
our mind, our strength, our all, come touch us with your grace.

OPENING PRAYER (inspired by Luke 6 & Psalm 1)

(Written by Mary Scifres; from the Abingdon Worship Annual 2022.)
God of blessings and woes,
bless us with your presence this day.
Reveal your way forward,
and guide us in pathways of hope and grace.
In your blessed name, we pray. Amen.

CONVERSATION TIME

LISTENING FOR AND REFLECTING ON GOD’S WORD

Scripture Readings: read by Grant McMillan

Jeremiah 17: 5-10

Thus says the LORD:

Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals
and make mere flesh their strength,
whose hearts turn away from the LORD.

They shall be like a shrub in the desert,
and shall not see when relief comes.

They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness,
in an uninhabited salt land.

Blessed are those who trust in the LORD,
whose trust is the LORD.

They shall be like a tree planted by water,
sending out its roots by the stream.

It shall not fear when heat comes,
and its leaves shall stay green,

in the year of drought it is not anxious,
and it does not cease to bear fruit.

The heart is devious above all else;
it Is perverse—
who can understand it?

I the LorD test the mind

and search the heart,




to give to all according to their ways,
according to the fruit of their doings.

Luke 6: 17-26

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples
and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and
Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who
were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch
him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.
Then he looked up at his disciples and said:
Blessed are you who are poor,

for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who are hungry now,

for you will be filled.
Blessed are you who weep now,

for you will laugh.

Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for

surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is what their ancestors did to the
prophets.

But woe to you who are rich,

for you have received your consolation.
'Woe to you who are full now,

for you will be hungry.
'Woe to you who are laughing now,

for you will mourn and weep.

‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets.

Words of Response:

Herein is wisdom.
Thanks be to God.

REFLECTION: “Blessings and Curses”

~Rev. Susan Reed

RESPONDING TO GOD IN PRAYER AND ACTION
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: WU #684 — "Make Me a Channel of Your Peace” (st. Francis)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Make me a channel of your peace:

where there is hatred, let me bring your love;

where there is injury, your healing power,

and where there's doubt, true faith in you:




O Spirit, grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love with all my soul.

2 Make me a channel of your peace:
where there's despair in life, let me bring hope;
where there is darkness, only light;
and where there's sadness, ever joy.

O Spirit, grant that I may never seek
so much to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,

to be loved as to love with all my soul.

3 Make me a channel of your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
in giving to all that we receive,
and in dying that we're born to eternal life.

INVITATION to the OFFERING (inspired by Jeremiah 17, Psalm 1 & Luke 6)

(Adapted from B.J. Beu; from The Abingdon Worship Annual 20189.)

THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS

Offertory Music as the offerings are collected ~Joanne Dijplock
*QOffertory Verse: #182 MV — “Grateful” (chorus only, sung 2X) (Tomaszek/Hart)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Grateful for the life you give us,
thankful for your Holy Son,
joyful in your Spirit flowing
over all, O God of Love.
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,
thankful for your Holy Word,
joyful in your mercy flowing,
we will praise you.

*Qffertory Prayer  (inspired by Luke 6)
(Adapted from Mary Scifres; from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2022.)

Blessed God, with these gifts,
may we help to bring food to the hungry,
hope to the despairing,
and comfort to the sorrowful.
Bless these gifts and our very lives,
that we may be blessings of hope for your world.
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.




PRAYERS of the PEOPLE

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Communion liturgy is written by Alydia Smith, and found on The United Church of Canada website.

CHOIR ANTHEM: #195 MV — "Long Ago and Far Away” (Mayberry/Stubbington)

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

INVITATION to COMMUNION

CALL to GIVE THANKS
God is with us!
We are not alone!
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
SONG of CREATION: #203 MV — “Holy, Holy, Holy” (sung) (Kervin/Stott)
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

O holy, holy, holy God, O God of time and space.

All earth and sea and sky above bear witnhess to your grace.
Hosanna in the highest heav’n, creation sings your praise.

And blessed is the One who comes and bears your name always!

REMEMBERING JESUS at the TABLE
AFFIRMATION of MEMORY and HOPE: #204 MV (sung) (Kerwin/Stott)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,
Christ will come again!




Sing Christ has died and Christ is risen,
Christ will come again!

PRAYER for TRANSFORMATION of the ELEMEMTS
CONCLUDING PRAISE
GREAT AMEN: #205 MV (sung)

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
Amen, amen, O Holy One!

Hosanna and Amen!
Amen, amen, O Holy One!

Hosanna and Amen!

BREAKING the BREAD and FILLING the CUP
The boady of Christ,
the bread of life.
The lifeblood of Christ,
the cup of blessing.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

COMMUNION is SHARED

PRAYER after COMMUNION
Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life.
We are fed by your love;
we are strengthened by your life.
We are sent forth into this world

to live into the visions God has laid on our hearts.

We are now commissioned to:
feed as we have been fed,
forgive as we have been forgiven,
love as we have been loved.
Thanks be to God!
Amen.

SENT INTO GOD'S WORLD

*CLOSING HYMN: W #481 — "Sent Forth by God'’s Blessing”

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.

The supper is ended, O now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.

(Kerwin/Stott)
~Joanne Diplock

(Westendorf)
~Joanne Diplock



The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching,

shall blossom in action for God and for all.
God's grace did invite us, God's love shall unite us
to work for the kingdom and answer its call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living,
the tasks of our everyday life we will face.
Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring,
embracing God's children of each tribe and race.

With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us;

unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving
give honour to Christ and the name that we bear.

*SENDING FORTH (Inspired by Luke 6)

(Adapted from Mary Scifres; from 7he Abingdon Worship Annual 2022.)
Go to bring blessings.
Go to be blessings.
May we go with joy,
for we are blessed by God.
Amen.

*CHORAL BENEDICTION

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
May the Lord go with you,
let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,
until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

(Price/Besig)
~Joanne Diplock

~Joanne Diplock



