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North Kildonan United Church 

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3 

Church Office: 204-667-7408 
email: nkuc@mymts.net 

www.nkuc.ca 

         
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic background, 
age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

April 28th, 2024  
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response. 

PRELUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

WELCOME   

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND  
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the Anishinaabe, 
Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation. We are thankful for these 
first inhabitants, and we commit to working together towards justice, truth and 
reconciliation. 

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE ~Diane McDonald 
We light this candle in celebration of the Risen Christ,  
 and as a reminder that God is with us,  
  and the light of Christ continues to light our way. 

LIGHTING of the PEACE CANDLE  

 As we light this candle, we pray for peace: 
  peace in our hearts,  
   peace in our homes,  
    peace in our world. 
 As we journey with Jesus, the Prince of Peace, 
  O God, we pray for peace. Amen. 

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST 
 Peace be with you. 
  And also with you. 

 

Minister: Rev. Susan Reed 

Pianist/Choir Director: Joanne Diplock 
Office Administrator: Wilma Fehr 

Property Manager: Heinz Goetz 
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CALL to WORSHIP Inspired by John 15:1-8 (Written by Joanna Harader; from Spacious Faith online.) 
We are branches, rooted in the vine of Christ. 
 We come because we seek to abide in Christ. 
The branches that remain in the vine bear much fruit. 
 We come because we long to be spiritually vibrant, alive, productive. 
 If we abide in Christ, then Christ’s words will abide in us. 
We come because we strive to be faithful disciples. 
 We gather for worship now to the glory of the One God:  
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer. 
 May we grow wildly, as God tends us lovingly. 

*OPENING HYMN: VU #222 – “Come, Let Us Sing”     (Strathdee) 
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

1 Come, let us sing to the Lord our song, 
 we have stood silently too long; 
 surely the Lord deserves our praise, 
 so joyfully thank God for our days. 

2 O thirsty soul, come drink at the well; 
 God's living waters will never fail. 
 Surely the Lord will help you to stand, 
 strengthened and comforted by God's hand. 

3 You dwell among us and cause us to pray, 
 and walk with each other following your way; 
 our precious brothers and sisters will grow 
 in the fulfilling love they know. 

4 Deserts shall bloom and mountains shall sing 
 to the desire of all living things. 
 Come, all you creatures, high and low, 
 let your praises endlessly flow. 

OPENING PRAYER (Based on John 15) (Adapted from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2012; found online.) 

God of love, 
 plant us in the soil of your grace. 
Nurture us with the strength of Christ, 
 the vine of everlasting life. 
Enlighten us with the wisdom of your Spirit, 
 which flows through us today and all days. 
Abide in us, 
 that we may abide in you and live in your love. 
In your holy name, we pray. Amen. 

CONVERSATION TIME   
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*SUNG REFRAIN: VU #958 – “Halle, Halle, Halle” (sung twice)  (The Iona Community)  
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 Halle, halle, Hallelujah! 
  Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
 Halle, halle, hallelujah! 
  Hallelujah, hallelujah! 2X  

Scripture Reader: Barb Wiebe 

 John 15: 1-8   

‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 
fruit. You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in 
me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in 
the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. 
Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can 
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and 
my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My 
Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 

 Acts 8: 26-40    

Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and 
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot and join it.’ So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, ‘Do you understand what you are 
reading?’ He replied, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he invited Philip to 
get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this: 
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
   and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
     so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
   Who can describe his generation? 
     For his life is taken away from the earth.’ 
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along 
the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water! What is 
to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
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them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, 
and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Words of Response:   

Let us hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
Thanks be to God! Amen. 

CALL to PRAYER (Adapted from Thom Shuman; from Lectionary Liturgies online.) 

PRAYER for TRANSFORMATION  (Written by Sheila Harvey; from Worship Ways online.) 

Creating God, we are grateful for the hope  
 that you offer to us and to all creation. 
Prune us so that we may have a cleansed heart. 
 Help us to grow your garden of love. 
  Water our despair so it can be transformed into your hope. 
   Feed our minds so that all may glean from your wisdom. 
Nurture our spirits so that we can become more fruitful in our lives. 
 Give us new life, we pray, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

WORDS of ASSURANCE 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Everyday Miracles”      (Burdette/Douglas) 
 (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

Chorus in unison: 
In the everyday miracles of everyday life 
God is sending you guidance and grace. 
In the simplest of blessings you miss every day 
You can capture a glimpse of God’s face. 

SERMON: “We are the Branches”   
   ~Rev. Susan Reed 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE: sung to tune VU #436 – “Abide with Me”   (Monk) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 (Words written by Elaine Bidgood Sveet; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2021.) 

1 Abide with me, O Christ, the one true vine. 
 Root me in love and train me to be kind. 
 Guide all my actions, thoughts so I can be 
 fruitful for you, O Christ, abide with me. 
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2 I can do nothing, Lord, apart from you. 
 Yours is the glory, strength and wisdom, too. 
 May I obey and faithful always be. 

 O Christ, who changes not, abide with me. 

3 Stay with me, God, through all this life does bring. 
 Your nearness is a joy for all to sing. 
 Grant me a heart that serves you all my days. 
 Almighty God, I will abide always. 

THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS 

   Offertory Music as the offerings are collected       ~Joanne Diplock 

      *Offertory Hymn: #191 MV – “What Can I Do  (sung twice)  (Rumbolt/McCarthy) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 What can I do? What can I bring? 
  What can I say? What can I sing? 
 I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
  I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

   *Offertory Prayer  (Adapted from Deborah Ambridge Fisher; from Gathering Lent/Easter 2021.) 

Creator God, take these gifts of money  
 that represent the fruits of our love for you,  
  for our community, and for ourselves.  
Use these gifts, as you use us,  
 to spread your message of love throughout the world.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE   (Adapted from MaryAnne Rennie; found on the re:Worship blog online.)  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,   
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
 For thine is the kingdom,   

  the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN: VU #603 – “In Loving Partnership We Come”  (Strathdee) 
 (Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

1 In loving partnership we come, 
 seeking, O God, your will to do. 
 Our prayers and actions now receive; 
 we freely offer them to you. 

2 We are the hands and feet of Christ, 
 serving by grace each other's need. 
 We dare to risk and sacrifice 
 with truthful word and faithful deed. 

3 Loving community we seek; 
 your hope and strength within us move. 
 The poor and rich, the strong and weak 
 are brought together in your love. 

4 In loving partnership, O God, 
 help us your future to proclaim. 
 Justice and peace be our desire, 
 we humbly pray in Jesus' name. 

*SENDING FORTH   (Adapted from Ed Searcy; from Worship for All Seasons II: Year B.) 

 Christ is the vine, we are the branches,  
  and our lives in the world are the fruit of God’s love.  
 May we go into the world, bearing fruit, living love.   
 And may we know that the redeeming grace of Christ,  
  the creative love of God,  
   and the sustaining presence of the Holy Spirit  
    is the source of our life. 

*BLESSING     

*CHORAL BENEDICTION        (Price/Besig) 
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 May the Lord go with you,  
  let him take your hand. 
 Keep His love within you,  
  until we meet again. Amen. 

POSTLUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 


