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North Kildonan United Church 

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3 
Church Office: 204-667-7408 

email: nkuc@mymts.net 
www.nkuc.ca 

         
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost ~Creation Time 2 

September 17
th
, 2023  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response. 

Gathering to Worship God 
PRELUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

WELCOME  

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION 

*OPENING REFRAIN: #130 MV – “Rise Up, Rise Up”  sung twice  (Good) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul. 
  Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. 
 Rise up, rise up, rise up, O my soul. 
  Rise up and sing this blessing to God’s name. X2 

CREATION MOMENT 
 Creation Encourages: Listen to my Wisdom  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND  
We acknowledge that we meet on Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation. We are 
thankful for these first inhabitants, and we commit to working together towards justice, 
truth and reconciliation. 

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE and the UKRAINE CANDLE  
 May the light of this candle remind us of the light of Christ,  
 which shines on us, around us, within us, and through us. 
  And may the light of this Ukraine Candle help us to be mindful  
   of our Ukrainian sisters and brothers in need. 

 

 

Minister: Rev. Susan Reed 
Pianist/Choir Director: Joanne Diplock 

Office Administrator: Wilma Fehr 
Property Manager: Heinz Goetz 
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CALL to WORSHIP   (Adapted from Beth W. Johnston; from Gathering Pentecost 1 2016.) 

Come in, come in and sit down!  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here to find community.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here to sing songs of praise.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here to listen to the stories of God’s love.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here to learn the stories of Jesus.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here to be stirred by the Holy Spirit.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here to explore our faith.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  
We are here for so many reasons they cannot be counted.  
Welcome, whatever has brought you here.  
 We are a part of God’s family.  

*OPENING HYMN: VU #395 – “Come In, Come In and Sit Down” (Manley/Dixon) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

   Come in, come in and sit down, 
   you are a part of the family. 
   We are lost and we are found, 
   and we are a part of the family. 

 1 You know the reason why you came, 
  yet no reason can explain; 
  so share in the laughter and cry in the pain, 
  for we are a part of the family.  R 

 2 God is with us in this place, 
  like a mother's warm embrace. 
  We're all forgiven by God's grace, 
  for we are a part of the family.  R 

 3 There's life to be shared in the bread and the wine; 
  we are the branches, Christ is the vine. 
  This is God's temple, it's not yours or mine, 
  but we are a part of the family.  R 

 4 There's rest for the weary and health for us all; 
  there's a yoke that is easy, and a burden that's small. 
  So come in and worship and answer the call, 
  for we are a part of the family.  R 
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OPENING PRAYER      (Adapted from Gord Waldie; found online.) 

 Welcoming God,   
  we have gathered together with each other and with you.  
 In this place, we affirm that everyone is welcome.   
  At this time, we celebrate your presence within and around us all.  
 As we worship, may you fill our hearts with hope. 
  As we sing and pray, may you empower us to be your servants.   
 This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

SHARING the PEACE of CHRIST 
The peace of Christ be with you all. 

And also with you. 
Let us greet one another with words and signs of peace. 

CONVERSATION TIME 

*SUNG RESPONSE: #92 MV – “Like a Rock” sung twice   (Wehlander/Good) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

Like a rock, like a rock 
God is under our feet. 

 Like the starry night sky 
 God is over our head. 

Like the sun on the horizon 
God is ever before. 

 Like the river runs to ocean 
  Our home is in God evermore. 

BLESSING of the BACKPACKS   (Adapted from the Worshiping with Children blog online.)  

 God, bless these backpacks and school bags  
  and the children and youth who will use them.  
 Be with them as they learn and grow this year.  
 Show them how to serve you,  
  and help them to teach us all about your love.  

In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  

BLESSING of the WORK, ACTIVITY, SPORT & EVERY DAY BAGS  
 

Listening for and Reflecting on God’s Word 
Scripture Reader: Dennis Deley 
 Psalm 103     

 Bless God, my soul, 
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 and all my being, bless God's holy name. 
  Bless God, my soul, 
   and forget not all God has done for you. 
 Bless God, who forgives all your sin, 
 who heals you in all your infirmities, 
  who redeems your life from the grave 
   and crowns you with mercy and love, 
 who fills your life with good things, 
 so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's, 
  who works righteousness 
   and justice for all who are wronged.   
 O God, you showed your ways to Moses, 
 your deeds to the children of Israel. 
  You are compassionate and merciful, 
   slow to anger and extravagant in love. 
 You will not always accuse 
 nor do you keep your anger for ever. 
  You have not dealt with us according to our sins 
   nor punished us according to our wickedness. 
 For as the heavens are high above the earth, 
 so great is your steadfast love toward those who fear you. 
  As far as the east is from the west, 
   so far have you put away our sins from us. 
 As a father has compassion for his children, 
 so you have compassion for those who fear you. 
  As a mother comforts her child, 
   so you comfort us, O God. 
 For you know how we were made. 
  You remember that we are dust.  
   Bless God, O my soul. 

   Matthew 18: 21-35    

 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins against 
 me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said to him, ‘Not 
 seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 ‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 
 settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 
 thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him 
 to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment 
 to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have patience with 
 me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 
 released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came 
 upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by 
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 the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his fellow-slave fell down and pleaded 
 with him, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you.” But he refused; then he went 
 and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw 
 what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to 
 their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, 
 “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should 
 you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger 
 his lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my 
 heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or 
 sister from your heart.’ 

   Words of Response:  This is the Word of God.  
       Thanks be to God. 

INVITATION to CONFESSION   (Written by Frances Flook; from Gathering Pentecost 2 2017.) 

 Peter asked Jesus:  
 How many times must I forgive?  
  The answer: seventy times seven,  
   meaning as much as needed.  
 Perhaps we should also ask...  
 How many times should God forgive us?  
  The answer: seventy times seven,  
   meaning as much as needed.  
 Let us join together in our prayer of confession,  
 and discover God’s forgiveness.  

PRAYER of CONFESSION   (Adapted from Susan Ivany; from Gathering Pentecost 2 2017.) 

 God of Life and Love,   
  forgiveness can be difficult at time.  
 When we have been terribly hurt,  
  our human nature is to hang on   
   to the anger, frustration, and pain of it all.   
 But you tell us that we must let it go   
  and be free of the things that burden our souls.   
   Help us, God, to forgive.  

  [a time of reflecting on those we are seeking to forgive] 

 Sometimes, the hardest act of forgiveness   
 is the one that we owe to ourselves.   

  [a time of reflecting on forgiveness we are seeking to offer to ourselves]  

  Guide us, O God, and lead us in your way  
   as we continue to follow Jesus. Amen.  

WORDS of ASSURANCE    
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CHOIR ANTHEM: “Love the Lord”       (Reeves) 
 (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

SERMON: “How then Shall We Live?”   
   ~Rev. Susan Reed 

Responding to God in Prayer and Action 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE: #145 MV – “Draw the Circle Wide”  (Light/Bloss) 

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

    Draw the circle wide. 
    Draw it wider still. 
    Let this be our song, 
    No one stands alone, 
    Standing side by side. 

1. God the still point of the circle 
 ‘round whom all creation turns 
 Nothing lost but held forever 
 In God’s gracious arms. R 

2. Let our hearts touch far horizons, 
 So encompass great and small; 
 Let our loving know no borders 
 Faithful to God’s call. R 

3. Let the dreams we dream be larger, 
 Than we’ve ever dreamed before’ 
 Let the dream of Christ be in us 
 Open every door. R 

PRAYERS of the PEOPLE  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
 and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom,   

  the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
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INVITATION to the OFFERING (Written by Frances Flook; from Gathering Pentecost 2 2017.) 

THE PRESENTATION of our TITHES and OFFERINGS 

   Offertory Music as the offerings are collected       ~Joanne Diplock 

   *Offering Verse: #191 MV – “What Can I Do?”  sung twice  (Rumbolt/McCarthy)  
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

  What can I do? What can I bring? 
   What can I say? What can I sing? 
  I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. 
   I’ll bring my love. I’ll do my share. 

 *Offertory Prayer    (Written by Frances Flook; from Gathering Pentecost 2 2017.)  

  Loving and gracious God,  
  we offer up these gifts -  
   that they may be used   
    to make the world more kind, more loving,   
     more like the kingdom Christ revealed among us.  
 We offer them and we offer our lives   
  in service to you, now and always.   

    In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.     

Sent into God’s World 

*CLOSING HYMN: VU #586 – “We Shall Go Out with Hope 0f Resurrection”  
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 
   we shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 
  we shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 
   tales of a love that will not let us go. 
  We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 
   we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed; 
  we'll weave a cloth of all the world united 
   within the vision of new life in Christ. 

 2 We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 
   we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 
  we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 
   expressive love alive in every heart. 
  We'll share our joy with those who still are weeping, 
   raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 
  we'll leap and dance the resurrection story, 
   including all in circles of our love. 

*SENDING FORTH        (Written by Gord Waldie; found online.) 
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 God called us here together, welcoming us just as we are.  
  And God calls us to welcome others, just as they are.  
 As we go out into the world,  
  we go remembering   
   that all are welcome in God's kingdom,  
 which means that we have a message for the world!  
  We share God's message of welcome,   
   of radical acceptance and hospitality.  
 As we go to welcome the world, may we go out knowing   
 that the God who creates, re-creates, and sustains us   
 is with us every step of the way.  
  Thanks be to God! Amen! 

*CHORAL BENEDICTION        (Price/Besig) 
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 May the Lord go with you,  
  let him take your hand. 
 Keep His love within you,  
  until we meet again. Amen. 

POSTLUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 


