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“Come Holy Spirit”
Acts 2: 1-4, 17-21 I Corinthians 12: 4-11 Isaiah 11: 1-5 Isaiah 12

The Holy Spirit is one of the core beliefs of the Christian faith, however it is probably
the least known and understood of the Trinity. We know that God created all things,
that He is all powerful and all knowing. We know that Jesus took the form of man and
became one of us. We believe that for our sins, Jesus suffered, died and rose again
promising new life. Just as it is important to understand the activity of God the Father
and Jesus Christ, the Son, it is also important to understand what the Holy Spirit does
and how the Holy Spirit moves in our lives.

Through the Holy Spirit we see God’s presence, His Power and His purpose. Let’s look
at these, the first being God'’s presence.

When Jesus is preparing his disciples for his departure, he comforts them with the
assurance that he will not leave them alone or destitute. He will send them the Holy
Spirit. 1 Corinthians 6 says, "And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
advocate to help you and be with you forever.”

John 14 says, "I will ask the Helper, who will stay with you forever. He is the spirit,
who reveals the truth about God. The world cannot receive him, because it cannot see
him or know him. But you know him, because he remains with you and is in you.”
And verse 26 says, “ The Helper, the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything and make you remember all that I have told you.” The Holy
Spirit is God’s presence with us.

After the death of Jesus, the disciples were overcome with grief and confusion. Jesus
then appears to the disciples after his resurrection. John 20 says "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, I am sending you. And with that he breathed on them and
said, receive the Holy Spirit.”He breathes upon them the Holy Spirit and gives them
peace—the peace that passes understanding.

The Holy Spirit’s presence in the lives of the disciples enabled them to deal with their
grief, comforted them in their sorrows, and convinced them that they had not been
deserted, but rather that they were in God’s hands.

When we realize that we are in God’s hands and that God is in control of our lives and
our world, this is the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives even as we face trials and
tribulations.

The courage that we sense when we decide we will be obedient to the leading of the
Holy Spirit and take the step of faith that we are being encouraged to take is the work
of the Holy Spirit.



At our baptism or when we profess our faith in Christ, we know that God'’s spirit is
with us. As Peter replied in 1%t Corinthians "Repent and be baptized, every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Working together with others of faith, we know that God is with us. Acts 1 says,
“therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the
age.”When we study, pray, and encourage each other, the Holy Spirit is present as
our helper, teacher and comforter.

The power of God is seen through the Holy Spirit enabling and inspiring us for service.
In Paul’s letter to the Corinthians he explains that the Holy Spirit empowers people to
serve God by giving them gifts and talents with which to serve God. Paul states

"Christ is like a single body, which has many parts; it is still one body, even though it is
made up of different parts. In the same way, all of us have been baptized into the one
body by the same Spirit, and we have all been given the one Spirit.”

So it seems that we have all been given gifts and talents with which to serve God.
Calling on the Holy Spirit to lead and guide us will bring about the fulfilment of God'’s
promise to enable Christians the power to fulfill His purpose in the world.

My husband took his car to a mechanic who had repaired the air conditioning last
summer. He claimed that it wasn’t working hence this recent visit to the mechanic.
The mechanic looked into the car, pressed a button on the console and voila, the air
conditioning worked. A little embarrassing but these things happen.

In order for the air conditioning to work, a power button had to be initiated. So it is
with the Holy Spirit. We open our lives to God and the power source is initiated. The
Holy Spirit pours into us and through us making us effective in God'’s service. This isn't
a one-time occurrence. It is meant to be ongoing and when we run low on power,
that is we become discouraged or dispirited, we need to return to the source and let
the Holy spirit pour into us again. All of this abounding power is available to every
believer who simply asks and in obedience waits for God to fill him in the Holy Spirit.

With all this power available to every follower of Jesus, why are not more walking and
living in the fullness of the Spirits power? The simple answer is, people have not
asked. The Holy Spirit does not force himself upon us. Jesus said, "you have not,
because you ask not... For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to
him who knocks, the door will be opened.”He continues, "As bad as you are, you
know how to give good things to your children. How much more, then, will the Father
in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” The Spirit waits for us to desire
to do God'’s will and to serve God alone.



The Holy Spirit is God’s promise to every believer that they would receive power in
order to fulfill God’s purpose to be witnesses. Acts 1:8 says, "But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

So we have the Holy Spirit as being present, the Holy Spirit having power and lastly,
the Holy spirit having purpose.

As we read in the 11th chapter of Isaiah, there are seven purposes of the Holy spirit;
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. All
these are gifts with the purpose of strengthening us, giving us knowledge to continue
in the work of God’s messengers, withesses to his love and grace.

Matthew 28 says, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the
very end of the age.”Here in simple terms is our purpose.

We can learn God'’s purpose through study, prayer and being in community with
those of faith. Ephesians 5 says, "And do not be drunk with wine, in which is
dissipation,; but be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.”When we doubt or question the spirit's purpose we only have to peruse the
Bible for the beautiful message that God clearly gives us. His gift of the Holy spirit
will nourish our minds, show us the truth so we may truly live as God’s chosen
children.

Day by day the Holy Spirit is changing us into the image of God. We are not a perfect
people and we never will be. We will always struggle with the fact that we are both
sinners and saints. Still, the Holy Spirit is moving in our lives and changing us into the
image of God.

Here at NKUC, the Holy Spirit has been present, powerful and purposeful for over 64
years. We have gone through many changes both in the physical building and
within the people of this community of faith. We have studied controversial issues,
accepted and included people of all orientations, embraced societal changes and
welcomed and loved all who entered through our doors. No greater example of the
Holy Spirit moving in our lives than was through the pandemic years. God’s spirit
moved in Rev Don who led us through this most difficult time in bringing his hopeful
and inspiring messages. With the additional devotion of Wilma, Joanne, Peter and
Heinz, our community of faith maintained its strength and purpose of sharing the
word of God. This is what we find, what we experience, when we belong to a
community of faith, a group of people who care for one another and wish the very
best for each other.



And now we have more changes and more purpose, as we welcome a new minister
into our community of faith. We are thankful that the Holy Spirit has been present
with our search committee guiding them in their decisions. We pray that the Holy
Spirit will move and direct our new minister and our community of faith as we seek
the Spirit in our everyday lives.

So we see that the Holy Spirit is present and that the power of the Holy spirit enables
us to witness God'’s love and grace and lastly, it enables us to fulfill God’s purpose.

John 14:26 says, "But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my
name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.”

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace as we trust in him, so that we
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Let us pray: Loving God, we pray for presence, strength, and guidance of the Holy
Spirit. We praise and thank you for always providing and caring for us. Send us your
Spirit to guide and strengthen us today. Fill our hearts with faith and more faith, joy
and more joy, love and more love. Fill us with the Holy Spirit that we may find
purpose in our lives, to bear witness to your love through Jesus Christ, our grace and
salvation. Amen.



