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Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
April 30", 2023

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

PREPARING FOR THE WORD

P RE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

WELCOME
LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND

We acknowledge that we meet in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants, and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE and the UKRAINE CANDLE
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. Amen.
And may the light of this Ukraine Candle
help us to be mindful of our Ukrainian sisters and brothers in need.

PASSING of the PEACE
May the peace of the Risen Lord be with you now and always.
And also with you.
Let us stand and greet each other with the peace of Christ.

PRAYER of the DAY
Good Shepherd of the sheep,
by whom the lost are sought
and guided into the fold:
feed us and we shall be satisfied;
heal us and we shall be made whole;
and lead us, that we may be with you;



mailto:nkuc@mymts.net

for you are alive and reign,
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

*HYMN: W #187 - "The Spring Has Come”

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

1 The spring has come, let all the church be part of it!
The world has changed, and God is at the heart of it!
New light, new day, new colour after winter grey.
New light, new day,

the spring has come, let all the church be part of it!

The sun is warm, let all God's children play in it!
The world expands, let's spread the Gospel way in it!
New leaf, new thrust, new greening for the love of Christ.
New leaf, new thrust,

the sun is warm, let all God's children play in it!

The spring has come, new people are the flowers of it.
Through wind and rain, new life is in the showers of it.
New bud, new shoot, new hope will bear the Spirit's fruit.
New bud, new shoot,

the spring has come, new people are the flowers of it!

PRAYER of SUPPLICATION

If we have fallen into despair,
Lord, forgive us.
If we have failed to hope in you,
Lord, forgive us.
If we have been fearful of death,
Lord, forgive us.
If we have forgotten the victory of Christ,
Lord, forgive us.

(Silence)
May the living God raise us from despair,
give us victory over sin
and set us free in Christ. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
LEARNING TIME and PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.

(Murray/Gibson)
~Joanne Diplock



Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
*HYMN of ASSURANCE: #92 MV — "Like a Rock” (Wehlander/Good)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

Like a rock, like a rock
God is under our feet.

Like the starry night sky
God is over our head.

Like the sun on the horizon
God is ever before.

Like the river runs to ocean
Our home is in God evermore.

Scripture Reader: Scotty McLaren

First Lesson: Acts 2: 42-47

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking
of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and
signs were being done by the aposties. All who believed were together and had all
things in common;, they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the
proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in
the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and

generous hearts, praising God and having the gooawill of all the people. And day
by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Psalm Reading: Psalm 23 (king James Version)

The Lord is my shepherd]
I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.
He restoreth my soul:
he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies:




thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Response: This is the Word of God.

Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM: W #166 — "Joy Comes with the Dawn” (Light/Thompson)
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
The Gospel: John 10: 1-10

Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but
climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is
the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has
brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because
they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him
because they do not know the voice of strangers.’ Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, 'Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to

them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came
that they may have life, and have it abundantly.

Response: The Gospel of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN: W #670 — "Precious Lord, Take My Hand” (Dorsey/Allen)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Precious Lord, take my hand,

lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
through the storm, through the night,
lead me on to the light:
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

When my way grows drear,
precious Lord, linger near,
when my life is almost gone,
hear my cry, hear my call,
hold my hand lest I fall:
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

When the darkness appears,
and the night draws near,



and the day is past and gone,
at the river I stand,
guide my feet, hold my hand:
take my hand, precious Lord, lead me home.

SERMON: ~Rev. Don Johnson
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD
AN AFFIRMATION of FAITH (A New Creed)

We are not alone; we live in God’s world.
We believe in God:

who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus,

the Word made flesh,

to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God.

We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

THE PRESENTATION of our OFFERINGS

Offertory MUSIC as tre offerings are collected ~Joanne Diplock
*QOffertory Verse: W #155 — "Jesus Christ is Risen Today” (Davidica)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

4 Sing we to our God above, hallelujah!
praise eternal as God's love; hallelujah!
praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah!
praise the Son and Holy Ghost. Hallelujah!

*QOffertory Prayer
We bring our gifts to you, Lord God,
with cheerfulness and a joyful heart.
Grant that with our gifts
we may also offer




a ready mind and a willing spirit
to show forth in our lives

the truth of the gospel;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

PRAYERS

A FINAL PRAYER (from A New Zealand Prayer Book)

Christ, you are risen from the dead.
We are risen with you.
May our life never deny
this eternal life,

this peace and hope and joy.

Praise and glory to the God of life

who is stronger than all kinds of death. Alleluia.

*HYMN: W #273 - "The King of Love”

(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow

my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow

with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed;

but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home rejoicing brought me.

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;

thy rod and staff my comfort still,

thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight;

thy unction grace bestoweth;
and O what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days

thy goodness faileth never:

Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise

within thy house forever!

(Rinckart/Criiger)

~Joanne Diplock



*THE BLESSING

*CHORAL BENEDICTION

May the Lord go with you,

let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,

until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

~Joanne Diplock



