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North Kildonan United Church 

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3 
Church Office: 204-667-7408 

email: nkuc@mymts.net 
www.nkuc.ca 

         
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

 

The Third Sunday in Lent 

March 12
th
, 2023  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response. 

Preparing for the Word 
PRELUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

WELCOME  

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND 

We acknowledge that we meet in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.  
We are thankful for these first inhabitants, and we commit to working together 
towards justice, truth and reconciliation. 

LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE and the UKRAINE CANDLE    

 May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  
 banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. Amen. 
And may the light of this Ukraine Candle  

help us to be mindful of our Ukrainian sisters and brothers in need. 

CALL to WORSHIP          

 Come to our God, who is rich in grace:                                                      
  approach our God, who is full of mercy.                                                     
 Let us praise God with all our heart                                                                  
  and glorify the name of the Most High forever.   

PRAYER of the DAY 

 All knowing and all-caring God,  
 we gather this day drained by another week.  
We are like a parched desert,  
 empty and in need of replenishment.  
Visit us with your presence,  
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 saturate us with your Spirit,  
  and bathe us in your streams of living water,  
   that our lives might acknowledge and worship you  

  to the praise and honour of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*HYMN: VU #410 – “This Day God Gives Me”     (Quinn/Wyton) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

1 This day God gives me strength of high heaven, 
 sun and moon shining, flame in my hearth, 
 flashing of lightning, wind in its swiftness, 
 deeps of the ocean, firmness of earth. 

2 This day God sends me strength to sustain me, 
 might to uphold me, wisdom as guide. 
 Your eyes are watchful, your ears are listening, 
 your lips are speaking, Friend at my side. 

3 God's way is my way, God's shield is round me, 
 God's host defends me, saving from ill. 
 Angels of heaven, drive from me always 
 all that would harm me, stand by me still. 

4 Rising, I thank you, mighty and strong One, 
 King of creation, giver of rest, 
 firmly confessing Threeness of Persons, 
 Oneness of Godhead, Trinity blest. 

INVITATION to CONFESSION 

PRAYER of CONFESSION  

 Everlasting God,  
  fountain of all life and the true home of every heart:  
   our hearts are restless until they rest in you.  
 Yet we confess that our hearts have been enslaved  
  by selfish passion and base desire.  
 We have sought after many things  
  and have neglected the one thing needful.  
 We have not loved you with our whole hearts;  
  help us to turn to you and find forgiveness.  
 Lead us home, that we may again find in you  
  our life and joy and peace. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER and ASSURANCE of FORGIVENESS  
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The Word of God 

LEARNING TIME  

PRAYER  
        

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread,  
  and forgive us our trespasses,  
      as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom,   
  the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Scripture Reader: Carol Barrett 

 Hebrew Scripture:    Exodus 17: 1-7     

 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no 
water for the people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us 
water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you 
test the LORD?’ But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our 
children and livestock with thirst?’ So Moses cried out to the LORD, ‘What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.’ The LORD said to Moses, ‘Go 
on ahead of the people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there 
in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, 
so that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. He 
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested 
the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’ 

 The Epistle:      Romans 5: 1-11    

  Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our  
  Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which  
  we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, 
  but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces    
  endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
  hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
  through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 



4 

 

  For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, 
  rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person  
  someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we 
  still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have  
  been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of  
  God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death 
   of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his  
  life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  through whom we have now received reconciliation. 

 Response: This is the Word of God.  
Thanks be to God. 

CHOIR ANTHEM: VU#359 – “He Came Singing Love”    (Gibson) 
 (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

Scripture Readers: Peter Latimer, Gay Todd, Rev. Don Johnson 

 The Gospel:    John 4: 5-42 

 So he came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob 
 had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his 
 journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, ‘Give me a 
 drink’. (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The Samaritan woman said 
 to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews 
 do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew 
 the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink”, you would 
 have asked him, and he would have given you living water.’ The woman said to 
 him, ‘Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living 
 water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well, and with 
 his sons and his flocks drank from it?’ Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of 
 this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I will give 
 them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring 
 of water gushing up to eternal life.’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this 
 water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.’ 

 Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ The woman answered 
 him, ‘I have no husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in saying, “I have no 
 husband”; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 
 husband. What you have said is true!’ The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see that you 
 are a prophet. Our ancestors worshipped on this mountain, but you say that the 
 place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
 believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
 mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what 
 we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, 
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 when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
 seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must 
 worship in spirit and truth.’ The woman said to him, ‘I know that Messiah is 
 coming’ (who is called Christ). ‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
 us.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who is speaking to you.’ 

 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a 
 woman, but no one said, ‘What do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with 
 her?’ Then the woman left her water-jar and went back to the city. She said to the 
 people, ‘Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot 
 be the Messiah, can he?’ They left the city and were on their way to him. 

 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat something.’ But he said to 
 them, ‘I have food to eat that you do not know about.’ So the disciples said to one 
 another, ‘Surely no one has brought him something to eat?’ Jesus said to them, 
 ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not 
 say, “Four months more, then comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around you, 
 and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is already 
 receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper 
 may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, “One sows and another 
 reaps.” I sent you to reap that for which you did not labour. Others have laboured, 
 and you have entered into their labour.’ 

 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, 
 ‘He told me everything I have ever done.’ So when the Samaritans came to him, 
 they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there for two days. And many 
 more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer 
 because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we 
 know that this is truly the Saviour of the world.’ 

 Response:  The Gospel of Christ. 
     Thanks be to God.  

*HYMN: VU #626 – “I Heard the Voice of Jesus”   (Bonar/Williams) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
   'Come unto me and rest; 
  lay down, O weary one, lay down 
   your head upon my breast.' 
  I came to Jesus as I was, 
   weary and worn and sad; 
  I found in him a resting place, 
   and he has made me glad. 

 2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
   'Behold, I freely give 
  the living water; thirsty one, 
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   stoop down, and drink, and live.' 
  I came to Jesus, and I drank 
   of that life-giving stream; 
  my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
   and now I live in him. 

 3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
   'I am this dark world's light; 
  look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
   and all your day be bright.' 
  I looked to Jesus, and I found 
   in him my star, my sun; 
  and in that light of life I'll walk 
   till travelling days are done. 

SERMON ~Rev. Don Johnson  

*HYMN: VU #346 – “There in God’s Garden”      (Pécselyi/Scott) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 There in God's garden stands the Tree of Wisdom, 
  whose leaves hold forth the healing of the nation; 
  Tree of all knowledge, Tree of all compassion, 
  Tree of all beauty. 

 2 Its name is Jesus, name that says, 'Our Saviour!' 
  There on its branches see the scars of suffering; 
  see where the tendrils of our human selfhood 
  feed on its lifeblood. 

 3 Thorns not his own are tangled in its foliage; 
  our greed has starved it; our despite has choked it. 
  Yet, look! It lives! Its grief has not destroyed it, 
  nor fire consumed it. 

We Respond to the Word 

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS 

   Offertory Music (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

   Offertory Prayer           
 Almighty God,  
  conscious of the frailty of our faith  

and the fickleness of our wills,  
we offer ourselves to you as those whose living and believing  
need to be better modelled on your Son,  

our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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PRAYERS  

*HYMN: VU #586 – “We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection” (Boyce Tillman/Barnard) 
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 We shall go out with hope of resurrection; 
   we shall go out, from strength to strength go on; 
  we shall go out and tell our stories boldly; 
   tales of a love that will not let us go. 
  We'll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted; 
   we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed; 
  we'll weave a cloth of all the world united 
   within the vision of new life in Christ. 

 2 We'll give a voice to those who have not spoken; 
   we'll find the words for those whose lips are sealed; 
  we'll make the tunes for those who sing no longer, 
   love alive in every heart. 
  We'll share our joy with those who still are weeping, 
   raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief, 
  we'll leap and dance the resurrection story, 
   including all in circles of our love. 

*TABLE GRACE 
 For food that stays our hunger, 
 For rest that brings us ease, 
 For homes where memories linger, 
 We give our thanks for these. Amen 

*THE BLESSING  

*CHORAL BENEDICTION  

 May the Lord go with you,  
 let him take your hand. 
 Keep His love within you,  
 until we meet again. Amen. 

POSTLUDE (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 


