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Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.
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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 5", 2023

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

PREPARING FOR THE WORD

PRE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
WELCOME
LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND

We acknowledge that we meet in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants, and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

THE LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE and the UKRAINE CANDLE
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. Amen.
And may the light of this Ukraine Candle
help us to be mindful of our Ukrainian sisters and brothers in need.

CALL to WORSHIP

O give thanks, for the Lord is good.
God’s love endures forever.

PRAYER of the DAY

Loving God,
the light of the minds that know you,
the life of the souls that love you,
and the strength of the wills that serve you:
help us to know you
that we may truly love you,
and so to love you



mailto:nkuc@mymts.net

that we may truly serve you,

whom to serve is perfect freedom;

1

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*HYMN: W #240 — “Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven”

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

Praise, my soul, the God of heaven,
glad of heart your carols raise;
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,

who, like me, should sing God's praise.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Praise the Maker all your days!

Praise God for the grace and favour

shown our forebears in distress;
God is still the same forever,

slow to chide and swift to bless.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Sing our Maker's faithfulness!

Like a loving parent caring,

God knows well our feeble frame;
gladly all our burdens bearing,

still to countless years the same.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

All within me, praise God's name!

Frail as summer's flower we flourish;
blows the wind and it is gone;
but, while mortals rise and perish,
God endures unchanging on.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Praise the high eternal one.

Angels, teach us adoration,

you behold God face to face;
sun and moon and all creation,

dwellers all in time and space.
Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

Praise with us the God of grace!

THE WORD OF GOD

LEARNING TIME

PRAYER

(Lyte/Goss)
~Joanne Diplock



THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
CHOIR ANTHEM: “Shine, Jesus, Shine” (Kendrick)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
Scripture Reader: 7eresa Miller
Hebrew Scripture: Deuteronomy 30: 15-20

See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. If you
obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today,
by loving the Lorp your God, walking in his ways, and observing his
commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and become
numerous, and the LorRD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering
to possess. But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to
bow down to other gods and serve them, I declare to you today that you shall
perish, you shall not live long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter
and possess. I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set
before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your
descendants may live, loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to
him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may live in the land
that the LorD swore to give to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

The Epistle: 15t Corinthians 3: 1-9

And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as spiritual people, but
rather as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. I fed you with milk, not solid
food, for you were not ready for solid food. Even now you are still not ready, for
you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy and quarrelling among
you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving according to human inclinations? For
when one says, I belong to Paul, and another, I belong to Apollos, are you not
merely human?

What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you came to believe,
as the Lord assigned to each. I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
growth. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but




only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who waters have
a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labour of

each. For we are God'’s servants, working together; you are God'’s field, God’s
building.

Response:  T7his is the Word of God.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN: W #593 — "Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” (Colvin)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock

Jesu, Jesuy, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbours we have from you.

1 Kneels at the feet of his friends,
silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them. R

2 Neighbours are rich and poor,
varied in colour and race,
neighbours are near and far away. R

3 These are the ones we should serve,
these are the ones we should love,
all are neighbours to us and you. R

4 Kneel at the feet of our friends,
silently washing their feet,
this is the way we should live with you. R

The Gospel: Matthew 5: 21-37

Jesus said: 'You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "You shall not
murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” But I say to you that
Iif you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to judgement; and if you
insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the council; and if you say, "You fool”,
you will be liable to the hell of fire. So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if
you remember that your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then
come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the
judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Truly I tell you, you will
never get out until you have paid the last penny.

'You have heard that it was said, "You shall not commit adultery.” But I say to you
that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already committed adultery with
her in his heart. If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; it
Is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole body to be




thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your whole bodly to
go into hell.

"It was also said, "Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate of
divorce.” But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on the ground
of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery,; and whoever marries a divorced
woman commits aaultery.

Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, "You shall not swear
falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” But I say to you, Do not
swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, or by the earth, for it is his
footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. And do not swear by your
head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. Let your word be "Yes, Yes” or
"No, No”; anything more than this comes from the evil one.

Response: The Gospel of Christ,
Thanks be to God.

SERMON ~Rev. Don Johnson
WE RESPOND TO THE WORD

THE PRESENTATION OF OUR OFFERINGS
*Offertory Hymn: W #567 — "Will You Come and Follow Me” (The lona Community)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 Will you come and follow me
if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don't know
and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown,
will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown
in you and you in me?

2 Will you leave yourself behind

if I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind
and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare
should your life attract or scare?

Will you let me answer prayer
in you and you in me?

3 Will you let the blinded see
if I but call your name?




Will you set the prisoners free
and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean,
and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean
in you and you in me?

4 Will you love the 'you' you hide
if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside
and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you've found
to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound
in you and you in me?

*Qffertory Prayer
Accept, O Lord,
the offering we seek to make,
of ourselves and our money;
and grant that we may ever work and pray
to build a world of peace and joy and freedom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS
*HYMN: W #651 — "Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

1 Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
pilgrim through this barren land.
I am weak, but thou art mighty,
hold me with thy powerful hand.
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven,
feed me till I want no more,
feed me till I want no more.

2 Open now the crystal fountain,
whence the healing stream doth flow;
let the fire and cloudy pillar
lead me all my journey through.
Strong deliverer, strong deliverer,
be thou still my strength and shield,
be thou still my strength and shield.

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan,
bid my anxious fears subside;

(Williams/Hughes)
~Joanne Diplock



death of death, and hell's destruction,
land me safe on Canaan'’s side:
songs of praises, songs of praises
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.

THE BLESSING

CHORAL BENEDICTION

May the Lord go with you,

let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you,

until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE:

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)

~Joanne Diplock



