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Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability.

The First Sunday after Christmas
January 1, 2023

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response.

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

P RE LU D E (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

WELCOME

A warm welcome is extended to all, especially those who are worshipping at North Kildonan for the first time or
who have returned after an absence. Your presence both enriches us, and this time of celebration together.

LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of TERRITORY
We acknowledge that we meet in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.
We are thankful for these first inhabitants, and we commit to working together
towards justice, truth and reconciliation.

*GATHERING HYMN: #7 MV - “"Gather Us In” (Hann)

(Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, ground us in you.
Gather us in, gather us in,
Ground us, ground us in you.

THE LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE
May the light of Christ, rising in glory,
banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. Amen.

THE LIGHTING of the UKRAINE CANDLE
And may the light of this Ukraine Candle
help us to be mindful of our Ukrainian sisters and brothers in need.

OPENING PRAYER

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad
And distant shores rejoice



mailto:nkuc@mymts.net

You who spoke this world in motion,
breathed life into each creature,
painted landscapes in colourful hues,

you are our God.

The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad
And distant shores rejoice

You who bring to us each season
light and warmth, rain and sunshine,
and within the seed a spark of life,
you are our God.
The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad
And distant shores rejoice

You whose love is beyond measure
and stretches throughout time,
from a garden in Eden,
to Gethsemane and beyond,
you are our God
The Lord reigns, let the earth be glad
And distant shores rejoice. Amen

*HYMN: W #43-“Go Tell it on The Mountain”

(Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)
Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

1 While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. R

2  The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Saviour’s birth! R

3 Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent our salvation
that blessed Christmas morn. R

(Work II)
~Joanne Diplock



WE HEAR AND EXPLORE THE GOOD NEWS

Scripture Reader: Peter Latimer

Responsive Reading: Psalm 148
Praise the LorD!
Praise the LorD from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!
Praise him, all his angels;
praise him, all his host!

Praise him, sun and moon;

praise him, all you shining stars!
Praise him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

Response: 7his is the Word of God.
Thanks be to God. Amen

*HYMN: W #120- "0 Jesus, I Have Promised” (Bode/Ellott)
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Dijplock
1 O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;
remain for ever near me, my Saviour and my friend:
I shall not fear the journey if you are by my side,
nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide.

2 O let me feel you near me: the world is ever near;
I see the sights that dazzle, the tempting sounds I hear;
my foes are ever near me, around me and within;
but, Jesus, then draw nearer and shield my soul from sin.

3 O let me hear you speaking in accents clear and still,
above the storms of passion, the murmurs of self-will;
O speak to reassure me, to hasten or control;
now speak, and make me listen, O guardian of my soul.

4 O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you,
that where you are in glory your servant shall be too.
And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end;
O give me grace to follow, my Saviour and my friend.

The Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-23

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and
said, 'Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there unti/
I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got
up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, 'Out of Egypt I have called my son.”




When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and
he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old
or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. Then was
fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:
A voice was heard in Ramah,

wailing and loud lamentation,
Rachel weeping for her children,

she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in
Egypt and said, 'Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel,
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” Then Joseph got up, took the
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of

Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 'He will be called a Nazorean.’

Response:  The Gospel of Christ.
Thanks be to God. Amen

REFLECTION: “Inheritance: Am I in the Will?”  ~Betty Clark (see attached)

WE OFFER OURSELVES IN FAITH
*HYMN: W #371 — "Open My Eyes, That I May See” (Scott)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Open my eyes, that I may see
glimpses of truth thou hast for me;
place in my hands the wonderful key
that shall unclasp and set me free.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

2 Open my ears, that I may hear
voices of truth thou sendest clear;
and while the wavenotes fall on my ear,
everything false will disappear.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!
3 Open my mouth, and let me bear
gladly the warm truth everywhere;
open my heart and let me prepare




love with thy children thus to share.
Silently now I wait for thee,
ready, my God, thy will to see.
Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!

AN INVITATION to SHARE
Offertory Hymn: #191 MV — "What Can I Do” (Rumbolt/McCarthy)

(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock

What can I do? What can I bring?
What can I say? What can I sing?
I'll sing with joy. I'll say a prayer.
I'll bring my love. I'll do my share

THE DEDICATION of our GIFTS

For the blessings of this and all our days,
we thank you, gracious God.
Accept, we pray, not just this money
but also our lives freely offered in gratitude
for all you have done for us.
Use them both, in this place and wherever you might take us.
Amen.

PRAYERS of THANKSGIVING and CONCERN

Let us pray.
Eternal God
we give you every reason to judge us,
yet you seek justice for us.
You plant your Word of truth
in the One who gives us unexpected answers,
and so we pray day by day
with love and thanksgiving.

We give you thanks, God
for the neighbours who are in our lives
the ones we understand,
the ones who make us scratch our heads,
the ones who challenge us,
the ones who comfort us when we are afraid.
Thank you for the blessing of each of them.

We pray for all those in need,
in whatever way--body, mind or spirit.
We remember especially friends and family
that need your healing hands...




Care for members of this faith community, particularly

and
those in need of your healing grace who we remember in the
Silence of our own hearts.

Help us to embody your love,
to be where you need us to be,
living the love of neighbour, wherever we go.

So often when we are hurt,
we are quick to condemn
when we have hurt others,
quick to justify ourselves.
Please help us to find the path
to asking for and offering forgiveness,
for it is through the gift of forgiveness
that we find your healing love.

We are blessed with the knowledge that,
when we make mistakes,
your Love calls us back again and again.
You never let us go,
and so we pray, day by day
with love and thanksgiving.

In the quiet of this place,

hear the words of our hearts, loving God!
And so we pray day by day

with love and thanksgiving. Amen.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.




WE GO IN LOVE TO SERVE GOD’S WORLD
*HYMN: W #3337 —“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” (Wesley/Prichard)

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heaven to earth come down,
fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter every trembling heart.

2 Come, almighty to deliver;
let us all thy grace receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee, without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

3 Finish, then, thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee,
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise.

BLESSING and SENDING FORTH

Let us go forth into the world in peace and dedicated to Your service, O Lord.
Let us hold fast to that which is good, render to no person evil for evil,
strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak,
help the needy and the afflicted, and honor all people.
Let us love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of His Spirit.
And may God'’s blessing be upon us and remain with us always. Amen.

CHORAL BENEDICTION

May the Lord go with you, let him take your hand.
Keep His love within you, until we meet again. Amen.

POSTLUDE

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Joanne Diplock




