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North Kildonan United Church 

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3 
Church Office: 204-667-7408 

email: nkuc@mymts.net 
www.nkuc.ca 

         
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

 

Good Friday 

April 15
th
, 2022  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

*The asterisk invites all to stand, if they are able. Bold print indicates a congregational response. 
 

We Gather in Community 

PRELUDE – “Ah, Holy Jesus”       (Heermann/Crüger) 

(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

WELCOME & LIFE and WORK of the CONGREGATION 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT of the LAND 

We acknowledge that we meet in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation.  
We are thankful for these first inhabitants, and we commit to working together 
towards justice, truth and reconciliation. 

THE LIGHTING of the CHRIST CANDLE 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it. 

So we light this candle, affirming that Christ, the Word made flesh, is our hope and 
our salvation. There is no other in whom we place our trust. 

INTRODUCTION AND PRAYER          

Today we gather with Christians around the world to remember and commemorate 
the crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our service has at its heart the ancient tradition of hearing the Seven Words from 
the Cross, as recorded by the Gospel writers. After each Word, a candle is 
extinguished, until at the conclusion of the service, the Christ Candle is extinguished. 
To help deepen our understanding and experience of these words, each Word is 
followed by a brief meditation, written from the perspective of a soldier, a disciple, 
Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary Magdalene and the thief crucified with Jesus. These  
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meditations come to us from Sylvia Sands, a writer in Belfast, Northern Ireland. 

This is a day of great solemnity, but at its heart is love, the great and profound love 
God has for us and for the world. 

So then, with quietness and reverence, let us enter into this service with an 
awareness of God’s great love for all creation. Let us worship God as we pray 
together. 

 Gracious and eternal God, 
  look with mercy on us, your family,  

for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be betrayed  
and given up into the hands of sinners  

and to suffer death upon the cross;  
who is alive and glorified with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

*HYMN: #136 VU – “O Come and Mourn with Me Awhile”   (Faber/Dykes) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 O come and mourn with me awhile; 
  O come now to the Saviour's side; 
  O come, together let us mourn: 
  Jesus, our Love, is crucified. 

2 Have we no tears to shed for him, 
  while soldiers scoff and foes deride? 
  Ah! Look how patiently he hangs: 
  Jesus, our Love, is crucified. 

3 Seven times he spake, seven words of love; 
  and all three hours his silence cried 
  for mercy on the souls of all: 
  Jesus, our Love, is crucified. 

4 O love of God! O sin-filled world! 
  In this dread act your strength is tried, 
  and victory remains with love: 
  Jesus, our Love, is crucified. 

The Seven Words from the Cross 

PRAYER OF THE DAY         

 Saviour of the world, what have you done to deserve this? 
  And what have we done to deserve you? 
 Strung up between criminals, cursed and spat upon, 
  you waited for death, and look for us, 
   for us whose sin has crucified you. 
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 To the mystery of undeserved suffering, 
  you bring the deeper mystery of unmerited love. 
 Forgive us for not knowing what we have done; 
  open our eyes to see what you are doing now, 
   as, through wood and nails, you disempower our depravity 
  and transform us by your grace. Amen. 

FIRST WORD:  The Soldier: “Father, forgive them; they do not know what  
      they are doing.” 

(& the candle is extinguished) 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “No Rose Bloomed in Gethsemane”    (Martin) 
 (Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

SECOND WORD: The Mother: “Seeing his mother and the disciple he loved  
      standing near her, Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, this is your  
      son’. Then to the disciple he said, ‘This is your mother.’  
      From that moment the disciple made a place for her in his  
      home.” 

(& the Candle is extinguished) 

*HYMN: #139 VU – “At the Cross, Her Vigil Keeping”     (Todi) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 At the cross her vigil keeping 
  stood the mournful mother weeping 
   where he hung, the dying Lord; 

2 through her soul of joy bereaved, 
  bowed with sorrow, deeply grieved, 
   passed the sharp and piercing sword. 

3 Who upon that mother gazing, 
  in her anguish so amazing, 
   born of woman, would not weep? 

4 Who, of Christ's dear mother thinking 
  while her son that cup is drinking, 
   would not share her sorrow deep? 

THIRD WORD:  The Thief: “Today you shall be with me in Paradise.”  

(& the Candle is extinguished) 

MUSIC: “Go to Dark Gethsemane”      (Montgomery/Redhead) 
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

FOURTH WORD: The Mother: “I thirst.”  
(& the Candle is extinguished) 
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*HYMN: #139 VU – “At the Cross, Her Vigil Keeping”     (Todi) 
(Words reproduced with permission under license #A-620529 One License)    ~Joanne Diplock 

5 For his people's sins chastised 
  she beheld her Son despised, 
   scourged, and crowned with thorns entwined, 

6 saw him then from judgement taken, 
  and in death by all forsaken, 
   till his spirit he resigned. 

7 Near your cross, O Christ, abiding, 
  grief and love my heart dividing, 
   I with her would take my place: 

8 by your saving cross uphold me, 
  in your dying, Christ, enfold me, 
   with the deathless arms of grace. 

FIFTH WORD:  Mary of Magdala: “My God, my God, why have you  
abandoned me?”   

(& the Candle is extinguished) 

MUSIC: “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”      (Bernard/Hassler) 
(Music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)     ~Joanne Diplock 

SIXTH WORD:  The Disciple: “It is accomplished!”  
(& the Candle is extinguished) 

*HYMN: #149 VU – “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”    (Watts/Miller) 
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 When I survey the wondrous cross 
  on which the Prince of glory died, 
  my richest gain I count but loss, 
  and pour contempt on all my pride. 

 2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast 
  save in the death of Christ, my God: 
  all the vain things that charm me most, 
  I sacrifice them to his blood. 

 3 See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
  sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
  Did e'er such love and sorrow meet, 
  or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
  that were a present far too small: 
  love so amazing, so divine, 
  demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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SEVENTH WORD:  The Soldier: “Father, into your hands I commit my  
 spirit.”  

(& the Candle is extinguished) 

THE SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS    

 Let us pray to the Lord. 
  Lord, have mercy. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

       as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil: 
For thine is the kingdom,   

the power and the glory forever and ever.   
Amen. 

THE REPROACHES of the CROSS    (by Janet Morley from Darkness Yielding) 

O my people, what have I done to you? 
How have I offended you? Answer me. 
  Mysterious God, dark and strange, 

  Holy and intimate, have mercy on us. 

*HYMN: #144 VU – “Were You There”      (African-American Spiritual/Costen) 
(Words reproduced played with permission under license #A-620529 One License)   ~Joanne Diplock 

 1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 
  Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
   tremble, tremble. 
  Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 
  Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
   tremble, tremble. 
  Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? 

3 Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
  Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 
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  Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
   tremble, tremble. 
  Were you there when the sun refused to shine? 

4 Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
  Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 
  Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
   tremble, tremble. 
  Were you there when they pierced him in the side? 

5 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
  Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 
   tremble, tremble. 
  Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

THE CHRIST CANDLE IS EXTINGUISHED (& we leave in silence) 


