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North Kildonan United Church 
30th January 2022 ~Peter Latimer 

 

REFLECTION - “For the Love of Music” 
 

 How many of you really love participating in an activity, even though you have to 

admit that you are not particularly good at it?  Does the fact that you never expect to 

excel at that activity prevent you from enjoying it and continuing to participate?  If 

that were the case, I would suggest that the golf courses and curling rinks around this 

city would be virtually abandoned.  Of course, we can derive great joy in an activity, 

despite our ineptitude because our team-mates and fellow players recognize the effort 

we are putting out and offer encouragement and appreciation. 

 Do those of you in the over-40 group remember at the 1988 Winter Olympics in 

Calgary a British ski jumper nicknamed Eddie the Eagle?  He had absolutely no 

aptitude for his chosen sport.  There wasn’t a chance of him finishing in the medals.  

In fact, the only question was whether he would even survive his next jump.  While 

the other ski jumpers soared off the end of the jump, Eddie in his borrowed equipment 

would plummet like a boulder tossed off a cliff.  But his courage in continuing to 

compete, despite risking debilitating injury due to his obvious lack of ability, captivated 

Olympic viewers the world over, making Eddie the unsung hero of those Olympic 

Games.  In essence he wasn’t jumping for himself, but was doing it to serve as an 

inspiration for all of those average Joes and Janes who, despite their best efforts, had 

never been able to achieve a remarkable feat in their lives.  And demonstrating that 

effort is rewarded, subsequently the renown Eddie achieved through his courageous 

performance resulted in him becoming a millionaire because no-one was more in 

demand back in Britain than him.   

 So, what does all this have to do with our theme of music?  Well, this is a 

congregation which loves to sing, but there are many of us reluctant to do more than 

mumble along to the hymns because we feel that our singing voice is akin to the 

bellowing of an injured moose.  We believe that the greatest musical favour we can 

offer our church is refraining from approaching Joanne about joining the choir. But the 

problem with this reasoning is that we are not, in fact, singing for the choir…or for the 

people around us…or even Rev. Don.  We sing for the pleasure of God, who accepts 

our gifts based on the heart, not on ability.  If you have the range of only one note, 

that note is all the more beautiful to God if it’s offered up to him, as the best musical 

gift we can provide.  Just as today’s reading from Matthew reminds us that God will 

provide us with all that we need, he will similarly provide us with all the musical ability 

we need in order to praise him with our voices. 
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 Have you had that experience of joining in the singing of a hymn in church, and 

then the melody stays with you as you move through your activities the following 

week…when you’re at work or school, when you’re exercising, when you’re driving, 

when you’re shopping?  Try as you might, you just can’t wipe it out of your mind.  

Surely, this is what true worship is…offering up a song to God to the best of our 

musical abilities, and he generously gives that music back to us to enjoy again and 

again.   

 Music fills the world we live in, from radios in our cars to birds singing in the 

woods, to organ music at Jets games.  And that music takes on an emotional impact 

far beyond what the notes themselves should convey.  We hum to the music on our 

car radio as we are driving along, helping us ignore the traffic snarls all around us.  

The birds singing in the woods provide us with a sense of peace and serenity.  The 

organ music at Canada Life Centre during a lull in play foments a sense of excitement 

for the action that is soon to unfold.  Doesn’t it seem logical then that a medium that 

has such a bearing on our lives must be a gift from God? 

 You must all be familiar with the song We Shall Overcome, whose modern 

version was created by Pete Seeger in the early sixties.  That song united thousands of 

people together singing what became the unofficial anthem of the civil rights 

movement in the U.S.  In August 1963, in the civil rights march on Washington, Joan 

Baez led a throng of 300,000 in singing that song together.  Then in March, 1968 in his 

final sermon, Dr. Martin Luther King recited the words from We Shall Overcome and, 

fittingly, days later it was sung by over 50,000 mourners at his funeral.  Clearly, it can 

be suggested that this one song was a key contributor to breaking through the 

impasse in race relations in much of the U.S. and beginning the journey towards 

equality. 

 Think about the importance of music in your own life.  Music softens our hearts 

and allows God to speak to us.  Paul, as we heard earlier in his letter to the Colossians, 

says, “Let the message about Christ completely fill your lives, while you use all your 

wisdom to teach and instruct each other.  With thankful hearts sing psalms, hymns 

and spiritual songs to God.  Whatever you say or do should be done in the name of 

the Lord Jesus, as you give thanks to God the Father because of him.”  As Paul 

suggests, it is impossible to be angry and sing at the same time.  Perhaps the next 

time you’re frustrated about something or with someone, let a favourite song run 

through your mind…or better yet, sing it out loud.  That song is a gift from God 

designed to help us find a sense of peace through our turmoil. 

 Music is a source of divine blessing, comfort and strength.  Even in the depths of 

suffering we can turn our hearts and voice to lovely music provided by the hand of God.  

Music is God’s precious gift, planted in the depths of our souls, then released from our 
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lips or our hearts to reach God in Heaven.  And I can’t help but think that as Eddie the 

Eagle was racing down the ski jump just before heading towards a frightening face 

plant, he might have been humming the words to, “Nearer My God to Thee”.  AMEN  


