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North Kildonan United Church 
4th July 2021 ~Rev. Don Johnson 

 

“As Ones Sent by Christ” 
 

 Mark 6: 1-13                                                                         
 

Gracious God, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that 
we may hear your Word with joy.  Amen. 

Years ago Andy Capp was a regular feature in the comics in the newspaper. Set in 
a working class part of an English city, Andy and his wife Flo are regulars at the local 
pub and very much a part of their community.  

One comic features Flo, with her headscarf and coat on, about to leave the house. 
She says: “Right, I’m off to work, I’ve left a list of jobs for you to do around the house.”  
In the next panel we see Andy, laying on the couch, holding up a piece of paper. He 
says: “What a coincidence, I’ve made a list too, Pet”. In the final panel he says: “Pub, 
snooker, bookies, pub”, and you can see the disgusted look on Flo’s face. 

In another comic, Andy and Flo are sitting in church, with the minister addressing 
the congregation from the pulpit. He begins: “I’d like to thank you all for your excellent 
ideas for the summer fete. Mrs. Carter has suggested a giant vegetable competition and 
Mrs. Megson a cake baking competition.” Then, to Flo’s embarrassment, the minister 
says: “Can I remind Mr. Capp this is a church event, and so we won’t be going with his 
idea for a yard-of-ale competition.” 

In yet another comic, Andy is having a chat with the Minister, the Vicar. He says 
to the Vicar: “I heard the groom didn’t show up at Nora’s wedding on Saturday.” To 
which the Vicar replies: “Yes, Mr. Capp, that’s a first for me. On reflection I feel I could 
have handled the situation a LITTLE more sensitively.” The final panel shows Andy in 
the pub talking to the man behind the bar. He says: “So the vicar asked Nora if she had 
a second choice among the congregation.”  

Actually all of these Andy Capp comics are available for free online. Just google 
Andy Capp and take it from there. 

The one Andy Capp comic I used to have above my desk at Silver Heights United 
Church featured Andy and the Vicar talking at the church door after service.  Andy says 
to the Vicar: “So, do you ever stand around after church and listen to what the people 
say about your sermon?” With some pain in his face, the Vicar replies: “Just the once, 
just the once.” 

I thought of Andy’s question with regard to today’s gospel. For anyone who has 
led in worship, and in particular preached in worship, it can be a daunting and somewhat 
terrifying task. Tom Wright sums it up this way in describing fledgling preachers: 
“Preaching is something dangerously public that emerges from something intensely 
private.  Parents, and others who have known you when you were growing up, are 
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inclined to be embarrassed both at the revelation of something so deeply personal and 
at its being waved around in front of the neighbours. Everybody is vulnerable at a 
moment like that.”  

So today we have Jesus, who is preaching in his home town synagogue, amongst 
people who knew him and his family. And what he was saying, what he was preaching, 
was not standard fare. He wasn’t the usual obey God’s law kind of preacher. His message 
was about the kingdom of God, declaring that where he was, there was the kingdom 
also. And in other places, through his actions, his miracles, he proved that.   

So the local folks wanted him to put on a show. They had perhaps heard of what 
he did elsewhere; impress us they say, you simple carpenter. The text tells us that those 
in the synagogue were first astonished and then offended by him. Like many a preacher 
before him, Jesus discovers that his work needs to be done elsewhere, with those who 
will see him for who he is, not to whom he is related, those who can actually listen and 
hear what good news he has to offer. 

After that less than stellar performance, Jesus gathers together his twelve disciples 
and sends them out to do mission work, to share the word, care for the sick, live out 
the gospel. They go in pairs, with next to nothing to encumber them, trusting that they 
will find hospitality and welcome wherever they go.   

In this task, Jesus was calling them to put into action, into practice, what he had 
been teaching them.  I want to share with you two stories of modern day mission work.  

This first story comes originally from Professor Tom Long and then presented in 
the Feasting on the Word commentary. 

“A powerful illustration of the integrity and balance between doing the word and 
speaking the word was offered by one Hugh Thompson at the commencement exercises 
at Emory University several years ago. Honorary degrees were being awarded; the 
recipients made the requisite speeches. As is often the case, the students chatted 
through the whole ceremony. In fact, there was only one moment when they actually 
listened. It was when a man named Hugh Thompson was speaking. Thompson was 
probably the least educated man on the platform…He…did not finish college, choosing 
instead to enlist in the Army, where he became a helicopter pilot.”  

“On March 16, 1968, he was flying a routine patrol in Vietnam when he happened 
to fly over the village of Mai Lai just as American troops, under the command of 
Lieutenant William Calley, were slaughtering dozens of unarmed…villagers – old men, 
women and children.  Thompson set his helicopter down between the troops and the 
remaining…citizens.  He ordered his tail-gunner to train the helicopter guns on the 
American soldiers, and he ordered the gunmen to stop killing villagers…Hugh 
Thompson’s actions saved the lives of dozens of people…he was almost court-
marshalled…It was thirty years before the Army…awarded him the Soldier’s Medal.” 

“As he stood at the microphone, the… rowdy student body grew still.” And then 
Thompson talked about his faith. Simple words. Speaking of what his parents taught 
him as a child Thompson said, ‘they taught me, ‘Do unto others as you would have them 
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do onto you.’” The students were amazed at these ‘words of Jesus, words from Sunday 
school, words from worship, words of Christian testimony’…they leapt to their feet and 
gave him a standing ovation.” 

“Thompson’s words about his faith had weight because the man had obviously 
‘walked the talk’.  In the same way, the church will not be heard if what we do as 
Christians is incongruous with what we say about our faith.” 

A powerful, true story. 

This second story also comes from the Feasting on the Word commentary. 

“There was a story about a woman, a mainline Christian, who worked as a clerk 
in a bookstore.  When she arrived for work one morning, she encountered a man dressed 
as a Hasidic Jew. After turning on the lights she said. ‘Would you like any help?’  ‘Yes”, 
he answered softly, ‘I would like to know about Jesus.’  She directed him upstairs to the 
shop’s section of books about Jesus and turned to go back downstairs, but he called her 
back. ‘No’, he said, ‘Don’t show me any more books, tell me what you believe.’  ‘My 
Anglican soul shivered’, the woman said later. But she gulped and told him everything 
she could think of.”  

Let us end with this prayer by Janet Morley. 

Holy God, whose name is not honoured  
where the needy are not served,  
and the powerless treated with contempt:  
may we embrace our neighbour  
with the same tenderness  
that we ourselves require;  
so your justice may be fulfilled in love,   
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 


