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27th June 2021 ~Rev. Don Johnson 

 

“To Show by Touch and Word” 
 

Mark 5: 21-43                                                                         
 

Gracious God, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may hear your Word with joy.  Amen. 

 At most, if not all, of our services, the translation we use for our scripture 
readings is the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. It is regarded as a solid, 
trustworthy rendering of the ancient texts which constitute what we call the Old and 
New Testaments.  Its origins are in the Authorized Version of 1611, a translation better 
known as the King James Version. 

The King James Version, still used by many churches and seen as the Bible by 
many Christians, has been described as “the noblest monument of English prose.”  
The language is beautiful and amazingly easy to remember. Think, for instance, of 
the 23rd Psalm, which opens this way:  

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me 
in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.” 

 Compare that with the version in Voices United:  

 God is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall lack. You, God, make me lie down 
in green pastures, you lead me beside peaceful waters; you revive my spirit, you 
guide me in right pathways for your name’s sake.   

 A modern version, still beautiful, but perhaps not as memorable or evocative as 
the King James Version. 

 One time, when I was meeting with a family regarded the funeral of their father, 
John 14 was suggested as a reading to be used. A familiar and appropriate passage, 
which begins: ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you?’ That’s in the New Revised Standard 
Version, the translation we typically use. 

 Well, for this family dwelling-places was not what they wanted to hear. They 
wanted, as it were, an upgrade to mansions, a much grander depiction of the heavenly 
home for their father. So we read, from the King James Version: “Let not your heart 
be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.” 

 Sometimes we read from different translations in order to get a fuller 
understanding of the text, because each translation has its own perspective and 
vocabulary. Hear how Bishop Tom Wright brings to life today’s passage from Mark. 
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 Jesus crossed over once more in the boat to the other side. There a large crowd 
gathered around him, and he was by the seashore. One of the synagogue presidents, 
a man named Jairus, arrived. When he saw Jesus he fell down at his feet. 

 ‘My daughter’s going to die! My daughter’s going to die!’ he pleaded. ‘Please 
come-lay your hands on her-rescue her and let her live!’ Jesus went off with him. A 
large crowd followed, and pressed in on him. 

 A woman who had had internal bleeding for twelve years heard about Jesus. 
(She’d had a rough time at the hands of one doctor after another; she’s spent all she 
had on treatment, and had got worse rather than better.) She came up in the crowd 
behind him and touched his clothes. ‘If I can just touch his clothes’, she said to herself, 
‘I’ll be rescued’. At once her flow of blood dried up. She knew, in her body, that her 
illness was cured. 

 Jesus knew at once, inside himself, that power had gone out of him. He turned 
around in the crowd and said, ‘Who touched my clothes?’ ‘You see this crowd 
crushing you’, said the disciples, ‘and you say “Who touched me?’? 

 He looked round to see who had done it. The woman came up; she was afraid 
and trembling, but she knew what had happened to her. She fell down in front of him 
and told him the whole truth. ‘My daughter’, Jesus said to her, ‘your faith has rescued 
you. Go in peace. Be healed from your illness.’ 

 This is the first part of today’s gospel. A twelve-year-old girl is seriously ill, on 
the point of death, and her father appeals to Jesus to come heal her. The two of them 
head out to the man’s home, where his daughter is.  As they walk, we read of this 
curious encounter between Jesus and the woman, a woman who, coincidentally has 

suffered twelve years of internal bleeding. 

 Both stories, the twelve-year-old girl and the woman suffering for twelve years, 
are stories about fear and faith, and about the power of Jesus to take people from 
one to the other. 

 The father of the girl is Jairus, the synagogue president. Up until his daughter’s 
illness, he probably thought of Jesus as a nuisance and perhaps a trouble maker. 
Having Jesus in the congregation wasn’t easy because Jesus was continually 
challenging their common interpretations of the Law. He would take what they took 
for granted, common wisdom and teaching, and turn them upside down.  ‘You have 
heard it said, but I tell you’, Jesus would say, to the annoyance of those who thought 

they knew the tradition. So Jairus keeps his distance of Jesus. 

 And then his daughter becomes very ill and Jairus desperately needs Jesus to 
help and heal her. So the two of them go to see the girl. 

 On the way, the woman with the bleeding, also desperate for healing and 
convinced that Jesus can heal her, which is essential to understanding this story, 
reaches out to just touch his clothes.  

 When this happened, Jesus was surrounded by a crowd of people and he could 
feel, but not see, that something had happened; he could feel power leaving him as 
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she felt his power heal her. He stops and asks who had touched him. The woman, 
fearful of reprimand, a woman who for twelve years had suffered social and religious 
exclusion because of her medical condition, she admits to her action. 

 With gentleness and love, Jesus reassures her: ‘My daughter, your faith has 
rescued you. Go in peace. Be healed from your illness.’ 

 Two points to ponder. Jesus says that her faith has rescued her. Certainly it was 
the power of Jesus that healed her but did the healing occur because she was open 
to being healed and believed she would be healed.  As Tom Wright puts it in his 
commentary: “Jesus is God’s son, the one through whom the living God is remaking 
Israel, humans, the world. Faith, however much fear and trembling may accompany 
it, is the first sign of that remaking, that renewal, that new life.” 

 The second point is that it was through touch that the woman was healed. Until 
the pandemic hit, I think we had taken touch for granted. We would hug someone we 
love, we would shake hands with friend or stranger, we would hold the hand of 
someone distressed or lonesome in order to comfort them. Or at least we did, until 
we were told to keep six feet away and wear a mask. And we have suffered from this 
isolation, this lack of touch, this physical and emotional distancing from one another.  
We will not heal our spirits until once again we can physically interact with one 
another, freely embrace and offer signs of affection and love to those in our life. When 
we can regard other people not as a danger but as a fellow human being. When we 
can show by touch and word our love and care, and in so doing strengthen our 
relationships and know deep down the healing and wholeness we all need. May that 
day come soon. 

 After this encounter, Jairus received word that his daughter had died. Jesus 
comforts Jairus with “Don’t be afraid! Just believe!” When they reach the home of 
Jairus, they discover much weeping and profound sadness. Jesus and the family go in 
to see the child. True to his word, Jesus takes the girl and raises her from the dead. 
‘Talitha cum’, which means ‘Time to get up, little girl’ as Tom Wright translates it. She 
does get up, and Jesus tells those around him to give the girl something to eat. Jesus 
also tells those present to not speak of this event, strictly ordered as the text says.  

 This is one of the few accounts of Jesus raising someone from the dead. The 
other two accounts are the raising of Lazarus and the raising of the widow’s son at 
Nain.  All three direct us to Christ’s resurrection, to that time when the work of Christ 
is not to be kept silent but to be shared with whoever will listen to the gospel, to be 
proclaimed and enacted around the world. Indeed, all of Mark’s gospel looks to the 
power and promise of Jesus defeating evil and death on the cross and rising on the 
third day, offering new life for all. In this hope, we find our hope. Amen. 


