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North Kildonan United Church 
25th July 2021 ~Rev. Brenda Gibson 

 

“Feeding of the 5000” 
 

 Ephesians 3: 14-21           John 6:1-15 

 

The story of the “Feeding of the 5000”. 

We have heard this story often in church!  Today I want to look at 2 points for 

us to consider: 

(1) that ministry involves all of us 

(2) how we too can respond to life with unbridled generosity 

Point # 1:  ministry involves all of us! 

When we hear at the story of the Feeding of the 5000, we regard it as a miracle. 

And the miracle (or how it actually happened) has always been debated. 

Scholars (and the rest of us) wonder:  was the miracle that God multiplied the 

food OR (as some suggest) that God made the miracle happen, through the people 

who shared what they had brought with them? It seems to me that the latter (that 

God made the miracle happen through the people who shared what they had brought 

with them) is a more accepted miracle. I say this because WE learn something in the 

process. I mean think about it - if the miracle was done by God ALONE then there is 

little for us to do – except stand back and be in awe! 

So, let’s look at what happened that day. A boy – who was present at this event 

(by the way – where were his parents?) I mean – did children usually attend these 

events without parents? Anyway, a boy shared from his “packed lunch” (might say). 

Perhaps spurring others on to do the same. 

This sermon on “sharing” – is a sermon that we’ve all heard before! I would like 

to turn this “sharing” story around a bit! Because all good stories can be rotated just a 

little to see a slightly different approach. In rotating this story, we see the boy shared 

from his lunch. But we also notice that without the boy the Feeding of the 5000 may 

not have happened at all! 

In a sense - this introduces an interesting point:  Jesus’ ministry MAY not have 

happened OR may not have been as effective without the HELP of others. 

Point #1 then: (1) ministry involves all of us. 

If you think about it, Jesus’ ministry was never without the aid of others. The 

disciples – that motley group aided Jesus every step of the way. Perhaps helping him 

to be clear in his teaching and purpose. Afterall, they often did not understand him – 

so presumably Jesus helped THEM along – to understand. In turn that helped Jesus 

become more clear. Perhaps. 



2 

 

Remember the Canaanite woman? She was the only person (that we know of) 

who changed Jesus’ mind. I suspect Jesus’ ministry was aided by her! 

The children that sometimes flocked around Jesus – they taught him about God’s 

grace through humility. 

The sick and dying folk taught Jesus about faith and forgiveness. 

The rich taught Jesus about (well – maybe) stinginess! 

Even the Pharisees and Sadducees taught Jesus about faith that is too legalistic! 

Jesus could not have accomplished his ministry without others. Those around 

him helped him and aided him in his own learnings, his own teachings. So, we learn 

from the boy in “the feeding of the 5000” that the ministry we do should never be 

done in isolation of others. None of us can work alone in life. We all know those who in 

our past helped us to learn and grow. And we know too, in our community of faith, 

that we cannot do anything by ourselves. 

I learn from others – often. I grow with the help of others. I need others all the 

time - to do this ministry that is ours! 

And I very much doubt that any of you can do your ministry, our ministry - all on 

your own. It takes all of us to care for the needs of one another and the needs of all 

others. 

Jesus was humble enough AND smart enough to recognize that he could NOT 

do God`s ministry in isolation. We need to realize this too! 

 

Point # 2: unbridled generosity 

Perhaps we have all been in the place of being stingy, or less than generous in 

our life. As children many of us recall feeling like WE did NOT get our fair share of the 

pie (or some such thing). Maybe we hoarded. Maybe we still do. Maybe we just knew 

that if we didn’t hoard somehow there would not be enough for tomorrow. 

Many times, in scripture, we are taught to “throw caution to the wind”.  

- Remember the Israelites in the desert. God offered them manna and quails 

each day with the instruction:  Do NOT to gather up more than that one day’s 

worth of food. They were not to store up for the future! 

- Remember the widow’s mite she gave her last 2 pennies to the Temple 

treasury – willingly! 

These are just two examples where God teaches us that we are not meant to hoard. 

But this is not the teaching of our world today. We are told to protect what we 

have, save more, prepare for the future. It is a bit of a “dooms day” approach to life. If 

you think about it – in order to have unbridled generosity we must:  

- trust in the resources of God 

- trust in God’s beneficence. 



3 

 

But therein lies the problem! We do not always trust in the resources of God. 

If you are anything like me, you need to learn that lesson over and over again. I 

do not hoard. But every so often I need to remember that God always, always 

provides. I do not need to be so protective and so stingy as to hold on so tightly to 

that which is not really mine anyway. I believe (that to some extent) some of us in the 

“developed countries” are becoming more and more stingy. Instead, we could think of 

letting loose with a spirituality of wild extravagance, of unbridled generosity! 

But alas – that would mean a leap of faith on our part. A leap of faith to trust in 

God’s beneficence. Somehow, the people who gathered on a hill some 2000 years ago 

to listen to Jesus, trusted in God and God’s beneficence. 

I suspect that when a young boy handed over his lunch (or perhaps given the 

amount of 5 loaves and 2 fishes, this was his family’s supper for a couple of days) 

nevertheless, when the boy handed this over, he was trusting in God’s resources, in 

God’s beneficence. And perhaps others did the same after seeing what the boy had 

done. 

Today we need to remember the teachings of this young boy from 2000 years 
ago. 

(1) ministry involves all of us – Jesus needed the boy for the miracle to occur. 

Hear THAT again: Jesus needed the boy for the miracle to occur. 

Perhaps, at times, God needs us to make the first move in order for a miracle to take 

place. Perhaps we need to be open to being the conduits for a miracle to happen! 

(2) we need to be the bearers of unbridled generosity. Of a spirituality of wild 

extravagance. 

Think about it - wouldn’t that be fun? To think of all the ways you could live life, with a 

spirituality of wild extravagance! 

But first, we would need to trust and let go of all that is less than generous in us. 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, this week, in all you do, in your daily living, remember 

the boy and all that he teaches Jesus. And all that he teaches us!  

About miracles, about wild exuberance. And about God! 

Amen. 

 


