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“The Church: A Place for Healing” 
 

 Matthew 8: 5-16         1st Corinthians 12: 4-12                                                                         

Home: some would say it is the sweetest word in the English language.  In fact, 

it may sound just as sweet in any language.  For many people, the idea of home has a 

warm, safe feeling and is a place of refuge, safety and comfort.  It is at the core of our 

earliest memories where we learn much of what we know. 

Home is the place where we go when we are tired, alone and afraid.  It gives us 

strength.  It is the place where we remember happy times, laughter, tears and hugs; 

Christmases, birthdays, graduations, and a host of other moments celebrated there with 

the ones who are closest to us. 

The traditional image of home shows a mother, baking cookies, in a frilly apron, a 

father, in a business suit, coming home from work.  A boy playing with the dog and the 

girl playing with her dolls. No one is grubby, untidy or irritable.  There appears to be no 

worries in this house – no bills, no debt, no mess.  There are no loud arguments, no 

problems, no stress.  HAS ANYONE EVER BEEN IN A HOME LIKE THIS?  Most would say 

it doesn’t exist. 

The family today is quite different from the images left to us from popular media 

of the 1950s.  There are many kinds of families – two-parent families, single-parent 

families, blended families, families cared for by grandparents.  The family unit is 

sometimes a place of sickness, rather than healthy. It can be hurting, fractured, broken; 

and we know all to well that some families are places of danger for some of their 

members. 

If there are problems in some families, do we give up on the idea of family?  

SURELY NOT.  When something is broken in nature, it works to mend the affected part.  

Like a tree that has been wounded grows a burl, a scar that covers the wound.  The 

tree adapts and then keeps on growing, perhaps in a new direction. 

When we sense that something is broken in our social structure, we want to heal 

the hurt just as nature does.  But there are some who try to hide from the pain with 

drugs, or self-destructive response, withdrawing from the world or becoming violent to 

themselves and others.  We have counsellors, therapists, healers of all kinds to heal the 

family unit and its members.  These avenues can be very helpful.  But there is another 

resource – our churches should also be places for healing. 

Many different people come together to form a congregation.  Each brings a 

complementary variety of gifts, talents and ideas that together make up what is needed 
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for growth.  These people are the church – the living, breathing earthly symbol of the 

body of Christ. 

Within the community of faith, people are cared for and nurtured.  Children are 

cherished and taught and given their own place and role.  Youth are encouraged to 

share their joy and bring energy and openness to the gathering.  The skills and talents 

of the middle aged are employed to keep everything alive and growing.  Seniors bring 

their sense of history, wisdom and experiences to enrich the lives of everyone.  A 

congregation creates a place that provides food, shelter, warmth and safety for all who 

enter and participate. 

During His life ministry, Jesus was always present to the multitudes.  He had time 

for the poor, the outcast and the oppressed.  He healed the sick and blind, taught the 

children and gave value to the women who came to Him.  He accepted the tax collector, 

the adulterer, the thief and touched the Leper forgave His enemies. 

The Church needs to become a place of healing for the suffering of all God’s 

children.  We too have felt the healing that comes when we know that we are loved and 

accepted.  We have felt the rush of joy that can come when we believe that we are 

loved for ourselves just as we are. 

When we experience that feeling of belonging and acceptance we can begin to act 

in response, and live and work in the way Jesus taught.  Church can be a great place to 

get caught up on the latest football games, golf scores, family news, health concerns, 

or just to visit with friends.  Having a cup of coffee together, a warm handshake, a 

friendly pat on the back are all part of the social interaction we need as human beings. 

All of this is good, but the New Testament fellowship goes much deeper than 

merely socializing when we get together at church.  It takes place when we consider 

how we can lift up, build up and brighten up our brothers and sisters.  We can start to 

walk the paths of peace and justice to heal the hurts, and challenge the systems that 

create injustice in our world.  God made us to be dependent not only on Him but also 

on one another.  The church is healthy only when we work together, look out for each 

other, and use our strengths to benefit one another. 

As people of God we called to be disciples.  The church is a place of refuge, a 

home for the wounded, the oil of healing flows freely in acts of listening with compassion.  

The wine of forgiveness is poured out in abundant love and understanding.  The bread 

of life is broken for all to share in hope. 

We know that we have a mission and that we are needed to be the agents of God’s 

love and healing in our world.  We also know the Joy that comes from accepting our 

calling.  We are the church; we are the church together.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 


