
1 

 

North Kildonan United Church 

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3 
Church Office: 204-667-7408 
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Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic background, 
age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

 

Third Sunday in Lent 
March 7th, 2021  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bold print indicates a congregational response. 
 

We Gather in Community 
 

WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND 
We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation. We are 
thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together towards justice, 
truth and reconciliation. 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
In Christian teaching and tradition, each Sunday is believed to be a little Easter,  
a weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
So we light this candle, affirming that Christ is indeed the light of the world,  
our hope and our salvation. There is no other in whom we place our trust. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP          

Let us worship the eternal God, the source of love and life, who creates us.  
Let us worship Jesus Christ, the risen one, who lives among us.  

Let us worship the Spirit, the holy fire, who renews us.  
To the one true God be praise in all times and places,  
through the grace of Jesus Christ. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Eternal Light, shine into our hearts;  
eternal Goodness, deliver us from evil;  
eternal Power, be our support;  
eternal Wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance;  
eternal Love, have mercy upon us,  
that with all our heart and mind and strength  
we may seek your face  
and be brought by your infinite mercy to your holy presence  
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Minister: Rev. Don Johnson 

(204)885-9879 
Office Administrator: Wilma Fehr 

Property Manager: Heinz Goetz 
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PRELUDE:     #315 VU – “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty” ~words by Reginald Heber 
   (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529)  ~Rev. Tanis Kolisnyk 
 

1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
 Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee, 
 casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee, 
 though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not see, 
 only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
 perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name in earth and sky and sea; 
 holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty, 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

PRAYER OF THE CONFESSION  

Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made,  
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  
Create in us new and contrite hearts,  
that, truly repenting of our sins  
and acknowledging our brokenness,  
we may obtain from you, the God of all mercy,  
full pardon and forgiveness,  
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Carin Crowe 

Hebrew Scripture     Exodus 20: 1-17 

Then God spoke all these words: 

I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house 
of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. 

You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I the LORD your God 
am a jealous God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
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fourth generation of those who reject me, but showing steadfast love to the 
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the LORD your God, for 
the LORD will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do 
all your work. But the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall not 
do any work—you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your 
livestock, or the alien resident in your towns. For in six days the LORD made heaven 
and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore, 
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and consecrated it. 

Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 

You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbour. 

 

Epistle      I Corinthians 1: 18-25  

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, 
‘I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
   and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.’ 
Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, 
the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 
our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to 
Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 
God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 

 

RESPONSE: This is the word of God.  
Thanks be to God  
 

The Gospel     John 2: 13-22   ~Rev. Don Johnson 

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple 
he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at 
their tables. Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both 
the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money-changers and 
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overturned their tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these 
things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples 
remembered that it was written, ‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews 
then said to him, ‘What sign can you show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, 
‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in 
three days?’ But he was speaking of the temple of his body. After he was raised 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed 
the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

GOSPEL RESPONSE: The Gospel of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON:  “The Wisdom of God’s Foolishness” 
~Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon) 
 

We Respond to the Word 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     A New Creed 

 We are not alone; we live in God’s world.   
We believe in God: who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.   
We trust in God.   
We are called to be the Church:  
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.   
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.   
We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYERS 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil: 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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A FINAL PRAYER          ~Angela Ashton 

Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful; 
 in these days of challenge, make us stronger in you; 
 in these days of emptiness, take possession of us; 
 in these days of waiting, open our hearts to the mystery of your cross. 
 Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING          

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace, 
this day and always. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE:  #135 VU – “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”  ~words by Elizabeth Cecilia Clephane  
  (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Rev. Tanis Kolisnyk 
 

1 Beneath the cross of Jesus 
  I fain would take my stand: 
 the shadow of a mighty rock 
  within a weary land, 
 a home within the wilderness, 
  a rest upon the way, 
 from the burning of the noontide heat 
  and the burden of the day. 
 

2 Upon the cross of Jesus 
  my eyes at times can see 
 the very dying form of one 
  who suffered there for me;  
 and from my smitten heart, with tears, 
  two wonders I confess, 
 the wonder of his glorious love, 
  and my unworthiness. 
 

3 I take, O cross, your shadow 
  for my abiding place; 
 I ask no other sunshine than 
  the sunshine of his face, 
 content to let the world go by, 
  to know no gain nor loss, 
 my sinful self my only shame, 
  my glory all, the cross. 


