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North Kildonan United Church 

174 Pentland St, Winnipeg, MB R2G 2S3 
Church Office: 204-667-7408 

email: nkuc@mymts.net 

www.nkuc.ca 

         
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic 
background, age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
July 11th, 2021  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We Gather in Community 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  

PRELUDE: VU #352 – “I Danced in the Morning”   ~words by Sydney Carter 
   (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529)  ~Michael McKay 

WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND 
With thanksgiving, we acknowledge that we live and work, play, and worship on 
Treaty One Territory. 

CALL TO WORSHIP          

 Come, people of God.  Let us gather with hearts overflowing with delight and 
thankfulness. 

  We are a family of faith, blessed by God. 
 God’s name is to be celebrated in all generations. 

 With joy and gladness, we praise and glorify you as we gather to 
worship. 

OPENING PRAYER       

Creator God, we thank you for this day of life,  
given to us in so many and wonderful ways.   
We dance with joy at this new morning.   
We praise you for the many blessings of life.   
We honour you for all the relationships that shape our lives.   
Guide us to walk faithfully with Jesus, our Saviour and Friend.   
May his love warm our hearts and spark our minds.  Amen. 

HYMN: VU#260 – “God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness” ~words by Walter Farquharson 

   (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529)  ~Michael McKay 

1 God who gives to life its goodness, 
  God creator of all joy, 
  God who gives to us our freedom, 
  God who blesses tool and toy: 
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  teach us now to laugh and praise you, 
  deep within your praises sing, 
  till the whole creation dances 
  for the goodness of its King. 

2 God who fills the earth with beauty, 
  God who binds each friend to friend, 
  God who names us co-creators 
  God who wills that chaos end: 
  grant us now creative spirits, 
  minds responsive to your mind, 
  hearts and wills your rule extending 
  all our acts by Love refined. 

PRAYER OF RENEWAL 

Gracious God, we give thanks  
for all the good gifts that we receive from your hand.   

You grace us in life with many opportunities.   
You gift us with loved ones who walk with us  

through tough days and days of ease.   
We thank you.   

We also ask this day for your forgiveness, Loving God.   
Forgive us when we have failed you or others.   

Forgive us when we have failed ourselves.   
Make us new again this day that we may walk in the footsteps of Jesus.  
May we learn from him and grow in your grace this day and always.  
Amen. 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Scripture Lessons: Donna Price 

II Samuel 6: 1-3a, 5, 17-19 
1David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2David and all 
the people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the 
ark of God, which is called by the name of the LORD of hosts who is enthroned on 
the cherubim. 3They carried the ark of God on a new cart, and brought it out of the 
house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of Abinadab, 
were driving the new cart 5David and all the house of Israel were dancing before 
the LORD with all their might, with songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and 
castanets and cymbals. 
17They brought in the ark of the LORD, and set it in its place, inside the tent that 
David had pitched for it; and David offered burnt-offerings and offerings of well-
being before the LORD. 18When David had finished offering the burnt-offerings and 
the offerings of well-being, he blessed the people in the name of the LORD of 



3 

 

hosts, 19and distributed food among all the people, the whole multitude of Israel, 
both men and women, to each a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of 
raisins. Then all the people went back to their homes. 

Mark 6:14-29 
14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some were saying, 
‘John the baptizer has been raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers 
are at work in him.’ 15But others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old.’ 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John, whom 
I beheaded, has been raised.’ 
17For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him, and put him in 
prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because Herod had married 
her. 18For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.’ 19And Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. 
But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was greatly 
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21But an opportunity came when Herod 
on his birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and officers and for the leaders of 
Galilee. 22When his daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and 
his guests; and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will 
give it.’ 23And he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask me, I will give you, 
even half of my kingdom.’ 24She went out and said to her mother, ‘What should I 
ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head of John the baptizer.’ 25Immediately she rushed 
back to the king and requested, ‘I want you to give me at once the head of John 
the Baptist on a platter.’ 26The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard for his 
oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27Immediately the king 
sent a soldier of the guard with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison, 28brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. 
Then the girl gave it to her mother. 29When his disciples heard about it, they came 
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. 

RESPONSE: We hear these words from Scripture.  
Thanks be to God.  

SERMON:  “Dance of Death or Dance of Life” 
~Rev. Brenda Gibson (see the attached sermon) 

We Respond to the Word 

PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Loving God, we acknowledge now, your many blessings, 
 and we rejoice in the ways you shower down upon our lives everything that gives life, 
 especially joyful life. 
 We ask you to lead us out, Gracious God, as if taking us by the hand, 
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  to awaken in us what has gone asleep, to awaken our delight in your creation. 
 For we rejoice in this life, this joyful life you have given us. 

The warming days of summer, so long delayed and so longed for,  
 have burst forth in a tumble of blossom and leaf, 

   fresh green that enchants the eye, warm wind that caresses our soul, 
    gentle and stormy rain, that feeds the plants and animals. 
 We rejoice in this life, this joyful life.  We are witness of hope in a perilous world. 
 Therefore, we seek from you – life, abundant life: 
  as we pray for those who are in grief, asking for them comfort;  
  for those who are anxious about their future, asking for them hope; 
  for those who are struggling with the challenges of child rearing,  
   asking for them wisdom; 
  for those young people who are looking for work,  
   asking that they might find the chance they need;  

for those who are trying to maintain humane and caring institutions in government 
or business or education, even while resources are disappearing,  

   we ask courage, patience, and determination.  
  For ourselves also, and for those we love, we ask for life in all fullness.  

All these prayers we bring to you, God, through the one who shows us joyful life in all 
fullness, Jesus Christ our Saviour, who taught us to pray using these words: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

We Close Our Worship 

HYMN: VU#639 – “One More Step Along the World I Go”  ~words by Sydney Carter 
   (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529)  ~Michael McKay 

1 One more step along the world I go,  
  one more step along the world I go, 
  from the old things to the new, 
  keep me travelling along with you: 
   And it's from the old I travel to the new; 
   keep me travelling along with you. 

2 Round the corner of the world I turn, 
  more and more about the world I learn; 
  all the new things that I see  

you'll be looking at along with me:  R 
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3 As I travel through the bad and good, 
  keep me travelling the way I should; 
  where I see no way to go 

  you'll be telling me the way, I know:  R 

4 Give me courage when the world is rough, 
  keep me loving though the world is tough, 
  leap and sing in all I do, 
  keep me travelling along with you:  R 

5 You are older than the world can be, 
  you are younger than the life in me, 
  ever old and ever new, 
  keep me travelling along with you: 
   And it's from the old I travel to the new; 
   keep me travelling along with you. 

SENDING FORTH          

 Go into the world as people celebrating Gods’ welcome. 
  We go into the gritty reality of life, to dance, to rejoice,  
   and to give welcome to others. 
 Go into the world as people whose lives are made new. 

 We go into the fickleness of our living, to hear God’s call of love, 
and to love each other in return. 

 Go into the world as people carrying Christ’s cross. 
 We go into the anguish of life’s suffering, to share in Jesus’ 

humanity and triumph.  Amen. 

CHORAL BENEDICTION:         ~words by Don Besig 
May the Lord go with you,  

let him take your hand. 
Keep his love within you,  

until we meet again. 
Amen. 

POSTLUDE: VU#534 – ‘“I Cannot Dance, O Love”  ~words by Jean Wiebe Janzen   
   (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529)  ~Michael McKay 

1 I cannot dance, O Love, unless you lead me on. 
 I cannot leap in gladness unless you lift me up. 
 From love to love we circle, beyond all knowledge grow, 
 for when you lead we follow, to new worlds you can show. 

3 O blessed Love, your circling unites us, God and soul. 
 From the beginning, your arms embrace and make us whole. 
 Hold us in steps of mercy from which you never part, 
 that we may know more fully the dances of your heart. 


