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Our Mission...
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God.
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The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 7™, 2021

Bold print indicates a congregational response.

WE GATHER IN COMMUNITY

WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND

We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation. We are
thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together towards
justice, truth and reconciliation.

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE
In Christian teaching and tradition, each Sunday is believed to be a little Easter,
a weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So we light this candle, affirming that Christ is indeed the light of the world,
our hope and our salvation. There is no other in whom we place our trust.

CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 124:8)
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
who made heaven and earth.
Praise the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.

PRELUDE: #593 VU —“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” ~words by Tom Colvin
(Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529) ~Rev. Tanis Kolisnyk
Jesu, Jesuy, fill us with your love,
show us how to serve
the neighbours we have from you.

1 Khneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet,
master who acts as a slave to them. R

2 Neighbours are rich and poor, varied in colour and race,
neighbours are near and far away. R

3 These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love,
all are neighbours to us and you. R
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4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet,
this is the way we should live with you. R

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you are infinite, eternal and unchangeable,
glorious in holiness, full of love and compassion,
abundant in grace and truth.

Your works everywhere praise you,

and your glory is revealed in Jesus Christ our Saviour.
Therefore, we praise you, blessed and holy Trinity,
one God, forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Gay Todd
Hebrew Scripture Isaiah 40: 21-31

Have you not known? Have you not heard?

Has it not been told you from the beginning?

Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
It [s he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like a tent to live in;
who brings princes to naught, and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.

To whom then will you compare me, or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
Lift up your eyes on high and see.: Who created these?

He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.

Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel,
‘My way is hidden from the LorD, and my right is disregarded by my God’?
Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LoRrD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary, his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.
Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall exhausted;
but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.



The Psalm Psalm 147: 1-11, 20c
Praise the LorRD!
How good it is to sing praises to our God,
for he is gracious, and a song of praise is fitting.
The LorD builds up Jerusalem, he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
He heals the broken-hearted, and binds up their wounds.
He determines the number of the stars; he gives to all of them their names.
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; his understanding is beyond measure.
The Lorp lifts up the downtrodden, he casts the wicked to the ground.

Sing to the LorD with thanksgiving, make melody to our God on the lyre.
He covers the heavens with clouds, prepares rain for the earth,
makes grass grow on the hills.
He gives to the animals their food, and to the young ravens when they cry.
His delight is not in the strength of the horse, nor his pleasure in the speed of a runner;
but the LoRD takes pleasure in those who fear him,
in those who hope in his steadfast love.

He has not dealt thus with any other nation, they do not know his ordinances.
Praise the LORD!

RESPONSE: This is the word of God.,
Thanks be to God

The Gospel Mark 1: 29-39 ~Rev. Don Johnson

As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew,
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they
told him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up.
Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.

That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with
demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who
were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him.

In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted
place, and there he prayed. And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When
they found him, they said to him, 'Everyone is searching for you.” He answered, 'Let
us go on to the neighbouring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also,;
for that is what I came out to do.’ And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

GOSPEL RESPONSE: The Gospel of Christ.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON: "He Lifted Her Up”

~Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon)



WE RESPOND TO THE WORD

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Methodist Church, England)

We believe in God the Father, who made the world.
We believe in Jesus Christ, his Son, who redeemed humankind.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, who gives life to the people of God.

PRAYERS & THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory

forever and ever. Amen.

THE DOXOLOGY (based on Ephesians 3:20-21)

Glory to God whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

POSTLUDE: #626 VU —*I Heard the Voice of Jesus” ~words by Horatius Bonar
(Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Rev. Tanis Kolisnyk
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 'Come unto me and rest;
lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast.’
I came to Jesus as I was, weary and worn and sad;
I found in him a resting place, and he has made me glad.

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 'Behold, I freely give
the living water; thirsty one, stoop down, and drink, and live.'
I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream;
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him.

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 'I am this dark world's light;
look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright.’
I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun;
and in that light of life I'll walk till travelling days are done.




