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Our Mission… 
to be an accepting Christian community dedicated to living, sharing and teaching the Word of God. 

 

We respect all aspects of people including race, ethnicity, gender expression, sexual orientation, socio-economic background, 
age, religion, mental wellness, and ability. 

 

Second Sunday in Lent 
February 28th, 2021  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Bold print indicates a congregational response. 
 

We Gather in Community 
 

WELCOME and ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE LAND 
We acknowledge that we meet and work in Treaty 1 land, the traditional lands of the 
Anishinaabe, Cree and Dakota peoples, and the homeland of the Metis nation. We are 
thankful for these first inhabitants and we commit to working together towards justice, 
truth and reconciliation. 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
In Christian teaching and tradition, each Sunday is believed to be a little Easter,  
a weekly celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
So we light this candle, affirming that Christ is indeed the light of the world,  
our hope and our salvation. There is no other in whom we place our trust. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP          (Isaiah 58: 6-8) 

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to share your bread with the hungry; 

to bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly. 
 

PRELUDE:     #509 VU – “I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”  ~words & music by David L. Schutte 
   (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529)  ~Rev. Tanis Kolisnyk 
 

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 
 I have heard my people cry. 
 All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save. 
 I who made the stars of night, 
 I will make their darkness bright. 
 Who will bear my light to them? 
 Whom shall I send? 
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Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? 
  I have heard you calling in the night. 
  I will go, Lord, if you lead me. 
  I will hold your people in my heart. 
 

2 I, the Lord of snow and rain, 
 I have borne my people's pain, 
 I have wept for love of them; they turn away. 
 I will break their hearts of stone, 
 give them hearts for love alone. 
 I will speak my word to them. 
 Whom shall I send?  R 
 

3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, 
 I will tend the poor and lame, 
 I will set a feast for them; my hand will save. 
 Finest bread I will provide 
 till their hearts be satisfied. 
 I will give my life to them. 
 Whom shall I send?  R 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

God of all times and places, 
in Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross, 
you opened for us the path of eternal life. 
Grant that we, being born anew of water and the Spirit, 
may joyfully serve you in newness of life 
and faithfully walk in your holy ways; 
through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CONFESSION  

Almighty God, you despise nothing you have made,  
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.  
Create in us new and contrite hearts,  
that, truly repenting of our sins  
and acknowledging our brokenness,  
we may obtain from you, the God of all mercy,  
full pardon and forgiveness,  
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,  
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Word of God 

SCRIPTURE READINGS: Heidi McIlwain 

Hebrew Scripture     Genesis 17: 1-7, 15-16 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said to 
him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my 
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then 
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with 
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name 
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a 
multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of 
you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and 
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting 
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 

God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah 
shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will 
bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’ 

 

The Psalm      Psalm 22: 23-31  

You who fear the LORD, praise him! 
   All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of him, all you offspring of Israel! 
For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; 
he did not hide his face from me, but heard when I cried to him. 

From you comes my praise in the great congregation; 
   my vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the LORD. 
   May your hearts live for ever! 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
and all the families of the nations shall worship before him. 
For dominion belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the nations. 

To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; 
   before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 
Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, 
and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. 

 

RESPONSE: This is the word of God.  
Thanks be to God  
 

The Gospel     Mark 8: 31-38   ~Rev. Don Johnson 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, 
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and 
after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside 
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and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter 
and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things 
but on human things.’ 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For 
those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain 
the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their 
life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the 
glory of his Father with the holy angels.’ 
 

 GOSPEL RESPONSE:  The Gospel of Christ.  
Thanks be to God. 

SERMON:  “The Wondrous Cross” 
~Rev. Don Johnson (see the attached sermon) 
 

We Respond to the Word 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     A New Creed 

 We are not alone; we live in God’s world.   
We believe in God: who has created and is creating, 
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.   
We trust in God.   
We are called to be the Church:  
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.   
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.   
We are not alone.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PRAYERS & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread,  

and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil: 
 For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
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A FINAL PRAYER          ~Angela Ashton 

Lord, in these days of mercy, make us quiet and prayerful; 
 in these days of challenge, make us stronger in you; 
 in these days of emptiness, take possession of us; 
 in these days of waiting, open our hearts to the mystery of your cross. 
 Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING          

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace, 
this day and always. Amen. 

 

POSTLUDE:  #380 VU – “She Flies On”     ~words & music by Gordon Light  
  (Words reproduced & music played with permission under license #A-620529 One License) ~Rev. Tanis Kolisnyk 
 

 She comes sailing on the wind, 
 her wings flashing in the sun; 
 on a journey just begun, she flies on. 
 And in the passage of her flight, 
 her song rings out through the night, 
 full of laughter, full of light, she flies on. 

 

1 Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth, 
 like an empty cradle waiting to be filled. 
 And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the earth, 
 like a mother breathing life into her child.  R 
 

2 Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight 
 when the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form. 
 Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight, 
 and then down the ages still she flew on.  R 
 

3 To a gentle girl in Galilee, a gentle breeze she came, 
 a whisper softly calling in the dark, 
 the promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end, 
 Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart.  R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


