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Happy New Year
The most common phrase heard at the end of December
was “glad that year is over” or “let’s just forget 2020.” Well, I have to agree
with both phrases but I also want to add another; “thank you God our Father
for the many blessings given.” What? Blessings?
Yes, the blessings of a warm and sunny summer, clear skies and quiet skies;
green forests and parks, clean oceans and rivers, a long awaited vaccine;
renewed friendships and re connection with the family; learning some new
technology and maybe some new math; learning patience and compassion and
new respect for our health care system. Yes, blessings.
Although this year was difficult and caused many adjustments in our daily
lives, we, as a community of faith, communicated with each other, worked
together, and worshiped together, but apart. We were challenged in many
ways but our faith, the touchstone upon which everything is built, gave us
strength and hope to rise to these challenges. To that end, we are thankful for
the blessings of Rev. Don, Wilma, Heinz, worship committee, the Board and all
those who filled our lives with generous dedication and support. You are truly
agents of God’s grace.
-S.M.
May the blessing of God go before you
May grace and peace abound.
May the Spirit live within you
And love wrap you around.
May God’s blessings remain with you always
May you walk on holy ground.
“Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us one blessing after
another.”
-John 1:16

Christmas at North Kildonan United was a lovely and
inspiring event, despite being held virtually. The sanctuary
was decorated so that viewers could see the Christmas tree
and banners through their screens and we were truly
blessed to have Joan play for these special services.
The Blue Christmas service was most meaningful with special music by Cec
and Diane. Our next gathering was the Christmas Eve service where we
enjoyed the musical offerings of Robin, Cec, Luke and Kara.
During the pandemic, the lights of New York’s Broadway were dimmed but
not here at NKUC Under the production expertise of Wilma Fehr, the play
“Twas the night of Jesus’ birth” featuring A-list stars, Luke, Kara, Sven, Isla,
Blake, Brody, Magnus and Olivia was presented. How wonderful to see the
children continue with the tradition of a Christmas play on Christmas Eve.
Thank you to all who made this Christmas celebration so special.

Cares and prayers…..
Prayers of recovery are extended to:
Janice (daughter of June Finnson)
Marion Molter
Grace Atkins

Abe Hiebert
Kathy Leech
Peter Olynyk
Kim Todd
Joan Wazny (sister to Diane McDonald)
Anne Allen
Felicia Boyce

We continue to pray for those whose lives have been affected by Covid-19; those
who are isolated or lonely; our church friends Joan and grandson Aaron; Betty
Hamilton, concerned for husband Keith who resides at River East Personal Care
Home.
**************
We lift our hearts in gratitude for the development and distribution of the vaccine
for Covid-19. Researchers and medical personnel deserve unending credit for the
speedy progress by which this vaccine was created. We also pray that ALL people
will choose to be vaccinated to eradicate this world altering pandemic. In
scripture God is always on the side of healing and wholeness and those working for
health and recovery are blessed with God’s grace, an answer to prayer whether
they know it or not.

-Matthew 5:4
The congregation of North Kildonan United
was saddened to hear of the passing of Joan
Shaw, Dec. 11. Joan was our beloved pianist and
choir director for 25 years sharing her musical
years sharing abilities willingly and with faithful dedication.
Our choir especially, will miss her professional direction and
friendship to the members. Our sympathy is extended to Kim
and family and we pray that God’s peace will surround and
comfort you.
Our heartfelt sympathy is extended to the family of
Angela Munro. Angela passed away on January 7 and leaves
husband Terry, daughter Dawn and Aaron, son Ryan and Sabrina
and precious granddaughter Ariella. Angela also leaves
wonderful memories for her extended family and her many
friends. We were so fortunate to have Angela and her family
as part of our community of faith for many years. Angela
served on several committees within the church but will be
most missed by our UCW where she was a life member. Rest in
peace dear friend.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Doreen Janzen and family as they mourn the
loss of Merv. Merv and Doreen are long time members of NKUC.
We lift up the family of Max Kibsey as they mourn his loss. Max and June were
long time members of NKUC and Max was instrumental in the planning of the new
sanctuary dedicated in 1975.
Our sympathies are extended to Ian Livingstone and family on the passing of his
brother Bruce; the family of Bobbi Driver, long time friend of Kathy Bertouille and
supporter of NKUC; and to the Kearney family on the passing of Dolores Kearney.
When my arms can’t reach people
who are close to my heart,
I always hug them with my prayers.

Our American friends are our neighbours and once again it is time to love our
neighbours and hold them in prayer. As a new administration works to unite the people and bring to
rest the deception and fraud that has gripped their nation, we pray for truth and justice to prevail. We
pray also that we, as their neighbours, continue to welcome, support and encourage them to stand firm
against those who wish to destroy the freedom that they work for and enjoy. Scripture says “the truth
will set you free” (John 8:32) and truth and freedom is a blessing for us all

The Unified Board has been meeting
virtually since the beginning of the
pandemic and has carried on the
business of the church as smoothly as
possible. Thank you Heidi for setting up
these Zoom gatherings.
At the board meeting in January, the nominating committee presented their
report for 2021-2022 with the following people accepting Board positions:
Del Sexsmith, Board chair, Heidi McIlwain, past chair and nominating
committee chair, Sheron Miller, chair of Outreach, Karen Kearney, secretary
to the Board and June Finnson, UCW representative. The complete report
will be included in the Annual report for 2020.
We thank all outgoing members for their dedication and service to the
functioning of our church and welcome new Board and committee members
as they begin this new venture in their faith journey.

And we know that all things work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
-Romans 8:28

West Broadway
Community
Ministry

The Outreach Committee is planning a chili lunch for West Broadway Community
Ministry for Thursday, March 4th. Following health protocols, the committee has
undertaken to prepare the chili and purchase buns and cookies. We are excited that we
can still participate in this annual event. We are asking the congregation, as they are
able, to contribute financially towards this cause. Donations can be mailed in or left in
the church mailbox. We know that this hot lunch is much appreciated by the clients at
West Broadway. Thank You!
-Sheron, Nancy, Teresa, Kim

As is the case with most of the activities at the church this past year, things have been very
quiet on the Stewardship front. As you know, we did have a successful Stewardship
Campaign last fall, with pledges almost meeting our budgeted need for 2021. On the
fundraising front however, we are somewhat limited in what we can do. For example, we
should be planning for a Garage Sale in April. However, as restrictions look now we do not
feel that health protocols would allow us to have a sale this spring. It is possible, however,
that we may be able to have a sale in the fall of 2021.
The other major project that we have in the spring is our bedding plant sale, and as
we saw last year, this can be done quite successfully with relatively few people. At
this time, we are preparing to move forward with the sale in hopes that by mid May, we will
be allowed to have a group of at least ten people gathering indoors to assist with the sale.
Order forms will be sent electronically and be available for pick up at the church with
deadline for orders being April 8 and pick up of plants May 20. Once orders are returned
and are ready to submit to the greenhouse, we will make a decision as to whether we can
safely proceed and still meet the COVID-19 requirements. What we are hearing from our
supplier is that greenhouses are expecting an extremely busy season and will very likely
sell out early. Purchasing bedding plants through the church will be easy and safe and we
are confident you will receive your plants as ordered. We will keep you advised when
order forms will be available. We look forward to your support.
-Clayton Gording

Chair, Committee of Stewards

********************

Regional Ash Wednesday Online Gathering and Worship
On February 17, 2021 at 7 p.m. via Zoom, there will be an online Regional gathering
and worship service (Ash Wednesday) to recognize and celebrate a group of
completed covenants of mutual commitment, accountability and support between
Prairie to Pine Regional Council and these communities of faith. North Kildonan
United will be among those celebrated. Information to join this service is posted
in the Prairie to Pine weekly newsletter. Please plan to join this gathering and
worship service for Ash Wednesday.

World Day of Prayer 2021… Build on a Strong Foundation
There is one thing that covid cannot stop and that is prayer. Although we cannot
meet in person for World Day of Prayer, March 5th, we have received many
opportunities to partake in this event virtually.
The 2021 WDP service was written by the WDP committee of Vanuatu, a small
island nation west of Australia. This year’s WDP Biblical theme is “Build on a Strong
Foundation” based on Matthew 7:24-27. A 2 minute video provides a quick
introduction of this year’s event https://youtu.be/XImJaiClunw. A full-length World
Day of Prayer video service has been produced by the Women’s Inter-Church
Council of Canada. People are encouraged to go to wicc.org on or after February
15th to watch this free one-hour recording featuring participants from across
Canada.
Donations received not only support the WDP movement but provide generous
grants that support social justice projects in Canada and the world. WICC are
encouraging online donations. This supports COVID-19 precautions and requires
less processing. Receipts will be issued for $20 or more. Individuals can use the
DONATE button on the WICC website (www.wicc.org/donate) or mail in cheques to:
WICC (Women’s Inter-Church Council of Canada)
47 Queen’s Park Crescent East
Toronto, ON M5S 2C3

Shining a Light on Vanuatu
The 2021 service was written by a committee from
Vanuatu, and is enriched with messages about this group
living on the beautiful islands west of Australia.
Learn about our friends in Vanuatu through a World Day
of Prayer service available on wicc.org after February 15,
2021.

********************
The Board has undertaken a survey to learn what
information or activities the congregation would like to
engage in during this time when we are unable to
gather together. Most of the congregation will have received the survey
electronically, however if you have not, please find it attached to this newsletter.
Please complete the survey and return it to the church mailbox or call the church
office if you have any questions. Your interest is most appreciated.

Thank you.

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED?
There now appears to be indications that the Provincial health authorities are considering
relaxing the restrictions on worship services, which would enable us to return to a
semblance of the worship experiences so important to us all. While these “pandemic days”
have been painful for us all, perhaps they have also served as a valuable learning
experience at the same time. What follows are seven thoughts about what we may have
learned over the past year or so.
1. Learned new jargon. We have learned that Zoom meetings don’t refer to
meetings that are over with quickly, Code Red has nothing to do with a hot sale at
Costco and positivity rate isn’t an evaluation of psychological functioning.
2. Learned the value of pets. Not only have they provided comfort during this time,
but they have obliged us to get out and provide them (and us) with much needed
exercise.
3. Learned that we can survive without the distraction of professional sports, theatre
and pubs. The value of bingeing on 72 straight hours of insufferable comedy series
on Netflix as an alternative, however, is highly debatable.
4. Learned that a cell phone has purposes beyond checking e-mail messages and
taking “cute” pet photos. Surprisingly, it can also be used to make telephone calls
so as to re-establish a meaningful connection with loved ones.
5. Learned that “retail therapy” is over-rated. How do you account for the throngs
lined up outside, once the non-essential businesses were allowed to open, even
though the same products were available on-line? Clearly it is the human contact
that is important…and perhaps reminds us of the importance of nurturing loving
relationships with our valued family and friends, even though it may not always go
smoothly.
6. Learned that we don’t need a building to have a church. Hasn’t it been rewarding to
continue to experience the central role of NKUC in our lives through Pastoral Care
phone calls, online worship services, outreach support to the less fortunate, Board
and committee planning meetings and so much more?

We learned that our faith sustains us through every crisis. With God
walking with us, despite the struggles of the past year, we are emerging
as an even more caring and loving faith community than ever before.

KAIROS REGIONAL ONLINE GATHERING 2021 Manitoba/NW Ontario
This gathering is centered on Treaties 1 and 2 Territory, ancestral land of the Dakota, Anishinaabe,
Ojibway, Ojibway- Cree, Cree, Dene and the homeland of the Metis Nation.
We are hosting a series of online Zoom sessions to replace our in-person annual gathering. All are
welcome! To register and receive the Zoom link, go to:
https://secure.kairoscanada.org/civicrm/event/register?id=210 Below is a snapshot of sessions
offered. Full descriptions are available on the Prairie to Pine newsletter of February 3





Thursday, Feb. 25, 6:30 pm.; Indigenous Connection to the Land
Thursday, March 4, 6:30 p.m.; Assiniboine Food Forest and Restoring the Land
Thursday, March 11, 6:30 p.m.; Investigating Unmarked Grave Sites and Burial Grounds at
Site of Brandon Residential School
Thursday, March 18, 6:30 p.m. ; Indigenous Youth Suicides and Future Plans for a Healing
Center
Questions: Contact Ellen Wood (cakairosellen@gmail.com).

KAIROS is an ecumenical movement for ecological justice and human rights.
We are a coalition of partners including: The Anglican Church of Canada, the
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development and Peace, Canadian
Religious Conference, Canadian Reformed Church in North America,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, Mennonite Central Committee of Canada, The Presbyterian
Church in Canada, The Primate's World Relief and Development Fund, Religious Society of Friends, and
The United Church of Canada.
KAIROS deliberates on issues of common concern, advocates for social change and joins with people of
faith and goodwill in action for social transformation. Two areas of concern include:
Indigenous Rights: “We are all Treaty people who share responsibility for taking action on
reconciliation. Without truth, justice and healing, there can be no reconciliation”
Ecological Justice: “We are not truly human without a communion with the rest of life.” Go to
www.KairosCanada.org to learn more about all five areas of concern and action.

February 14th is Valentine’s Day and February 15th is Family Day; two opportunities to think on
and celebrate love; love for each other, love for family and friends and love for the unloved.
Jesus says “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it; love your
neighbour as yourself.”
-Matthew 22:37-39

Editor’s Note: We are pleased to continue publishing a newsletter as a way to communicate with
our community of faith. Please submit any articles of interest to Sheron at miller01@mymts.net or
call the church office at 204-667-7408. Thank you to the following who contributed to this
newsletter:
Marvelle McPherson Sheron Miller Clayton Gording
Peter Latimer

Survey – see next page

During this time when we are unable to gather for worship and other church
activities, the Board would like to know whether there are ways in which our
church could be more responsive to your needs and what opportunities to be more
actively involved in the life of the church you would be interested in.
To assist us, could you please take a few minutes to complete the brief survey
below? Upon completion, please return it by e-mail to Sheron Miller
(miller01@mymts.net) or by mail to the church office (174 Pentland Street,
Winnipeg R3G 2S3). Completed forms can also be dropped off at the church
mailbox. Please return by February 15, 2021. Thank you.
********************
1. Would you like to be involved in more activities online, such as Prayer Group,
Bible Study/Discussion Group, Games and Contests?
Yes ___
No ___
Maybe ___
Comments:
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
2. Would you be interested in contributing to Outreach activities, such as baking,
contributing to food drives, delivering items, letter writing etc.?
Yes ___

No ___

Maybe ___

3. What types of information would you like to see included in the weekly bulletin?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
4. Are there other ways in which you would like to be involved in the life of our
church?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
5. Do you have any other comments?
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Name: _______________________________________

