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When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone,  
when the kings and the shepherds have found their way home,  
the work of Christmas is begun. 
To find the lost and lonely one, to heal the broken soul with love, to feed the  
hungry children with warmth and good food,  to feel the earth below, the sky above.  
To free the prisoner from all chains, to make the powerful care, to rebuild the nations with 
strength of good will to see God’s children everywhere.   
I am the Light of the World. 
 
And to radiate the Light of Christ every day, in every way, in all that we do and in all that we 
say, then the work of Christmas begins.  
        -from the hymn I am the Light of the World 

 
*************** 

 
I pulled out the Christmas cards preparing to sign and address them to our friends and family and 
found it strange to write “Merry Christmas” or “Happy New Year” as 2020 has been a difficult and 
challenging time for everyone.  We have been subject to travel restrictions, shopping restrictions, 
visiting restrictions all which have culminated in a devastating blow to our economy, our 
relationships and our mental health.  So, not too merry or happy. 
   
However, I am reminded that Christmas will still fall on December 25th and 2021 will arrive on 
January 1.  It will all just look a little different.  We may not be able to gather as family, or gather to 
worship but in the quiet and safety of our homes we can celebrate the birth of Jesus and celebrate 
with grateful hearts the many blessings God has given.  The gift of Jesus, the light of the world, can 
illuminate our hearts and shine in our words and deeds. Remember those working on the front 
lines, those most vulnerable; pray for them and donate if you are able. Celebrate Christmas in a way 
that is comfortable and safe and wish those around you a Merry Christmas; be it with a card, phone 
call, email or letter. This crisis will end and we will be together again reaching for each other with a 
firm handshake and a warm embrace.  Merry Christmas.     -S.M. 
 

A Christmas Prayer … 
 
May the hope, peace, joy and love represented by the birth in Bethlehem fill our lives and 
become part of all that we say and do.  Bless us and let us be thankful for the true gift of 
Christmas, your son.  Amen.  
 

 



WORSHIP at North Kildonan United: COVID-STYLE 

 

Planning for worship in this, the year of COVID, feels a little like 

playing on a hockey team preparing for the Stanley Cup playoffs 

while being permitted only one skate per player, face-to-face 

contact with their coach being banned and only being told what 

the rules are immediately before the opening face-off.   

 

In our case, worship services certainly feel as if we are shuffling our way onto the ice 

with only one skate.  The inability of the Worship Committee to regularly meet with 

our coach, Rev. Don, certainly has proven challenging.  And of course, the ever 

changing rule-book pertaining to public safety precautions tosses out so many of our 

beloved traditions and obliges us to adapt on the fly. Despite these challenges, a full 

slate of seasonal worship services will be iced for this Christmas season, with some 

changes in format to accommodate much-needed safety considerations.   

 

You will be pleased to hear that we will be offering a Blue Christmas service, available 

by the evening of Wednesday, December 16, and our much-loved Christmas Eve 

service on December 24.  Both of these will be offered on-line, obliging us to alter such 

traditions as communal lighting of candles in memory of loved ones for Blue 

Christmas and the shared singing of Silent Night by candlelight on Christmas Eve.  

Nevertheless, creative plans are underway for both of these services with a Christmas 

tree, poinsettias and Advent banners to beautify our sanctuary.   

 

So sit back, relax and enjoy our Advent and Christmas services in the comfort of your 

easy chair while decked out only in your dressing gown and slippers.  On Sunday, 

December 27 you can enjoy a guilt-free post-Christmas sleep-in, as no on-line service 

is scheduled for that day. 

 

As a special treat, the Christmas season will feature some wonderful musical 

contributions to our worship services with performances by Cec Anderson on his 

guitar and seasonal solos by Diane McDonald, accompanied on the piano by Joan 

Shaw.   

 

As we share in our Christmas worship services, together but apart, let us keep our 

church family in our hearts, looking towards the goal of worshipping in the presence 

of all our friends at NKUC in the coming New Year.   

 

 



Joys and Concerns: 
 

Evelyn Milne  Kathy Bertouille 

Peter Olynyk  Carrie Falkingham 

     Abe Hiebert  Len Rosaasen 

     Dorothy Franklin 
 
 

Our very best wishes to these folk who have transitioned to new 

homes: 
Len Rosaasen to Holy Family Nursing home 
Iris Taraschuk and husband Henry who have moved into Concordia 
Village 

 
 

Our sincere sympathy is extended to:  
 McMillan Fehr family as they mourn the loss of Wilma’s  

 father Martin Fehr 
 Joan Knowles on the passing of her cousin Sandy 

 Barb Wiebe on the passing of her aunt and uncle, Neil 

 and Anne Thiessen 

 The family and friends of Doreen Routley  

The family of Janet Suddaby.  Mourning her loss is  

sister Ruth McKnight, niece Betty Clark and extended  

family members.  
 

 
 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Joan and grandson Aaron, Shirley Davie and 

granddaughter Chantel and to all those who have tested positive and have 

recovered. We also continue to pray for those struggling with isolation and 

loneliness.  We are truly in-this-together in deep and profound, inter-connected, 

and long lasting ways. As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13: “There is nothing love cannot 
face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, and its endurance.”  May God grant you 

peace. Stay strong. 



Thank you – to all those who are making phone calls, delivering church news bulletins 

and keeping in touch with our church family on a regular basis.  Sometimes the bonds of 
togetherness are stretched tight and it’s good to have the distraction of a phone call or brief 
visit.  Our sincere thanks to Rev Don for his wonderful messages and to those preparing the 
services.  How good that we can be in virtual unity with each other.  
Our services are streamed online through our website www.nkuc.ca.  If you are unable to 
view the services, please contact the church office for alternate communication.  

     
            

The Prayer Shawl Ministry would like to thank everyone who 
made hats, scarves and mitts for donation. We collected 156 items 
and they were delivered to "Koats For Kids" at one of our fire 
stations. They were gratefully accepted as there is a need for 
winter items. Please feel free to continue to make more winter 
items which can be left at the church.  Please label with my name 
on the bag and they will be distributed as needed. Thanks 
everyone!      -Peggy 

 

                                                                                                            
Early November saw the Outreach committee initiate a lunch bag donation drive 

for West Broadway Community Ministry.  Folks were asked to donate fruit cups, 

puddings and fresh fruit along with happiness notes, all to be included in the 

lunches distributed at the ministry.   

Once again our folks came through and the Millers’ SUV was packed with items for 

lunches, lovely encouraging notes and monetary donations of $650.00.   Staff at 

WBCM were overwhelmed with gratitude and extend thanks to all who donated.   

 

 

Stewardship News – Prairie to Pine Regional Council Newsletter  

 
As many of our communities of faith continue to struggle with the impact of the pandemic, 

maybe it feels misplaced to focus on stewardship beyond the congregation. Our global 

relationships as a church can remind us that we’re not alone, and stories that show the positive 

impact of our gifts are an important part of that. The latest stewardship summary of stories and 

resources is short and ready to share. Please share this “God’s Mission-Our Gifts” link on 

social media and in your newsletters, and invite your community to take a moment to be grateful 

for the giving and the receiving of care and community. 

http://www.nkuc.ca/
https://mnwo.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=049b24868af3bed6464e05592&id=bd9510ab12&e=92aef912af


 

Stewardship Campaign – 2021 

The Stewardship Campaign for this year took on a substantially different look than it has in 
most years, but then, what has been the same in 2020 as in other years! 
 
Our campaign kicked off on October 15th through to November 17th, and really focused 
primarily on obtaining pledges that would provide us with the revenue needed to meet our 
expense budget for 2021.  Because we have relatively little fundraising or rental revenue, 
we are now very dependent on our weekly offerings to keep our church functioning 
through these challenging times.   
 
At the official close of the campaign, only 38% of the members of our Community of Faith 
had completed and submitted a pledge form, generating 70% of the revenue we will need 
to operate throughout 2021.  We would like to remind everyone that even though the 
Stewardship Campaign is officially over, we will always accept your pledge forms at any 
time.  
 
The Stewardship packages were distributed electronically, attached to the October 15th 
church news, so if you missed getting it and need a copy, please contact me at 
claytongording@gmail.com and I will be happy to send the information.   
 
We are especially grateful to all who continue to support NKUC as we work our way though 
these unprecedented times.  
 

-Clayton Gording 
 

The annual Morden’s chocolate sale was successful showing a 
profit of $1386.00. 
 

Sales were good for FundScrip gift cards with a profit of 
$385.00 for NKUC.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Thank you to those who responded to the special appeal for funds.  However, 

it looks like we will not be meeting for worship any time soon, which presents 

on-going challenges.  We ask you to prayerfully consider continuing with your 

offerings and any additional financial support, as you are able. 

We can meet these challenges with your confidence and generosity which is a 

hallmark of our life together. 

Please contact the church office if you have any questions.  204-667-7408.  

mailto:claytongording@gmail.com
mailto:claytongording@gmail.com
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&url=http://noblbusinessskills.ca/labour-and-advanced-education-workplace-cluster-programs/virtual-classes-fall-2020/course-calendar/dollars-and-sense-financial-management/&psig=AOvVaw3bbTT8H9eT8O2DMOLtgOCL&ust=1598988005313000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNDPy9iUxusCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 
 
 

 

 
 

           

 

 
 

 Stay home if you are feeling ill 

 Wash your hands or use sanitizer when soap and water are unavailable  

 Practice social distancing of 6 feet or more 

 Wear a mask in public places 

 Be Covid kind and considerate.  We’re all in this together.  

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&url=https://www.123rf.com/photo_77613591_stock-vector-holding-hands-black-and-white-vector-art.html&psig=AOvVaw2AVDwpdN-mEfwmM1P40Zmf&ust=1599664830023000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDo8__t2esCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAS


Covid Christmas 2020 
 

T’was a month before Christmas and all through the town,  
People wore masks that covered their frown. 

The frown had begun way back in the spring,  
When a global pandemic changed everything. 

 

They called it corona but unlike the beer, 

It didn’t bring good times, it didn’t bring cheer. 

Contagious and deadly this virus spread fast, 

Like a wildfire that starts when fueled by gas. 

 

From March to July we rode the first wave, 

People stayed home, they tried to behave. 

When summer emerged the lockdown was lifted 

But away from caution many folks drifted. 

 

Front line workers, doctors and nurses 

Try to save people from riding in hearses. 

It’s true that this year has had sadness a plenty 

We’ll never forget the year 2020. 

 

And just ‘round the corner the holiday season, 

But why be merry? Is there even one reason 

To decorate the house and put up the tree 

When no one will see it, no one but me. 

 

But outside my window the snow gently falls 

And I think to myself let’s deck the halls! 

So I gather the ribbon, the garland and bows 

As I play those old carols, my happiness grows. 

 

Christmas isn’t cancelled and neither is hope. 

If we lean on each other I know we can cope. 

So for those staying home, safe, out of sight 

Merry Christmas to all, may it be extra bright!  

 

Editor’s Note:  We are pleased to continue publishing a newsletter as a way to communicate 

with our community of faith. Please submit any articles of interest to Sheron at  

miller01@mymts.net or call the church office at 204-667-7408. Thank you to the following who 

contributed to this newsletter:  Clayton Gording Peggy Latimer  Sheron Miller 
Marvelle McPherson            Peter Latimer 

North Kildonan United Church   “Your friendly family church” 
174 Pentland Street  
Winnipeg, MB           204-667-7408 

https://nkuc.ca   https://www.facebook.com/NorthKildonanUnitedChurch 

mailto:miller01@mymts.net
https://nkuc.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthKildonanUnitedChurch

